
An Idol Factory: Comfort | Luke 14:25-33
Now great crowds accompanied him, and he turned and said to them, “If anyone comes to me
and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters,
yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not bear his own cross and
come after me cannot be my disciple. For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first
sit down and count the cost, whether he has enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has
laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, saying, ‘This man
began to build and was not able to finish.’ Or what king, going out to encounter another king
in war, will not sit down first and deliberate whether he is able with ten thousand men to meet
him who comes against him with twenty thousand? And if not, while the other is yet a great
way off, he sends a delegation and asks for terms of peace. So therefore, any one of you who
does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple.

The Problem of Comfort
1. The invitation to pursue comfort

a. “The land of a rich man produced plentifully, and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I
do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down
my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I
will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat,
drink, be merry.”” But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you,
and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ So is the one who lays up
treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.” (Luke 12:16-21)

2. The result comfort cannot produce: rest
- “The goal is to…make life constantly more comfortable and more convenient, to

forestall want and to satisfy the slightest need without effort and virtually without cost.
Such goals are small, but the soul invests in them.”

The Culture of Comfort
1. The church is not immune

a. False theologies
b. Spirituality
c. Preferences
d. Our own understanding



The Solution to Comfort
1. The promise of Jesus

2. The warning of Jesus
a. The cost of following Jesus comes with caution:

i. Deny
ii. Carry
iii. Renounce

b. Jesus wants disciples not divas.
i. Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny

himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever would save his life will
lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit a
man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in
return for his soul?” (Matthew 16:24-26)

3. The rest in Jesus
- “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke

upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest
for your souls.” (Matthew 11:28-29)

- “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and
God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to
comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are
comforted by God.” (2 Corinthians 1:3-4)


