When The Man Comes Around | 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12

Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered together to him,
we ask you, brothers, not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either by a spirit or a
spoken word, or a letter seeming to be from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has
come. Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day will not come, unless the rebellion
comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, who opposes and
exalts himself against every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the
temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God. Do you not remember that when | was still with
you | told you these things? And you know what is restraining him now so that he may be
revealed in his time. For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work. Only he who now
restrains it will do so until he is out of the way. And then the lawless one will be revealed,
whom the Lord Jesus will kill the breath of his mouth and bring to nothing by the appearance
of his coming. The coming of the lawless one is by the activity of Satan with all power and false
signs and wonders, and with all wicked deception for those who are perishing because they
refused to love the truth and so be saved. Therefore God sends them a strong delusion, so that
they may believe what is false, in order that all may be condemned who did not believe the
truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.

Confusion among the Church
1. The problem: false teaching within the church

2. The clarity: rebellion & the man of lawlessness
a. Apostasy
i Love the world more than a love for the Savior;

1. "Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil, and
immediately it sprang up, since it had no depth of soil. And when the sun
rose, it was scorched, and since it had no root, it withered away. Other
seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it
yielded no grain....when tribulation or persecution arises on account of
the word, immediately they fall away. And others are the ones sown
among thorns. They are those who hear the word, but the cares of the
world and the deceitfulness of riches and the desires for other things
enter in and choke the word, and it proves unfruitful.” (Mark 4:5-7, 17-19)

2. "For Demas, in love with this present world, has deserted me and gone
to Thessalonica.” (2 Timothy 4:10)



i. Embraced false teaching

1. "They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of
us, they would have continued with us. But they went out, that it might
become plain that they all are not of us.” (1 John 2:19)

2. "Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will depart from
the faith by devoting themselves to deceitful spirits and teachings of
demons, through the insincerity of liars whose consciences are seared...’
(1 Timothy 4:1-2)

iii. It gets too difficult

i

Calamity within the Church
1. Opposition to the saints & savior

2. The mystery & work of the lawless one
a. Already at work, but restrained
i “Children, it is the last hour, and as you have heard that antichrist is coming, so
now many antichrists have come. Therefore we know that it is the last hour.” (1
John 2:18)
b. Power, signs, and wonders
c. Deception
i.  "Forthe time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having
itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own
passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into
myths.” (2 Timothy 4:3-4)

The Arrival of the Almighty
1. The arrival of Jesus Christ

2. The fate of Satan, the Antichrist, and unbelievers

Application for the Saints Today

1. Draw near to Jesus

2. Test all teaching

a. "Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from

God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world. By this you know the Spirit
of God: every spirit that confesses that “Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God,
and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the
antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the world already.” (1 John 4:1-3)

3. Love the truth

4. Proclaim the truth

5. Walk in the truth


https://www.esv.org/2J7

BENEDICTION | ROMANS 16:19-20
“For your obedience is known to all, so that | rejoice over you, but | want you to be wise as to

what is good and innocent as to what is evil. The God of peace will soon crush Satan under
your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.



