Hold Fast to the Gospel | 1 Timothy 6:11-21

But as for you, O man of God, flee these things. Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love,
steadfastness, gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to
which you were called and about which you made the good confession in the presence of
many witnesses. | charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ
Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, to keep the
commandment unstained and free from reproach until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ,
which he will display at the proper time — he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of
kings and Lord of lords, who alone has immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light, whom
no one has ever seen or can see. To Him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen.

As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes on the
uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with everything to enjoy. They are to
do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, thus storing up treasure
for themselves as a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is
truly life.

O Timothy, guard the deposit entrusted to you. Avoid the irreverent babble and contradictions
of what is falsely called “knowledge,” for by professing it some have swerved from the faith.
Grace be with you.

Hold Fast by Pursuing Holiness
a. "Keep a close watch on yourself and on the teaching. Persist in this, for by so doing you
will save both yourself and your hearers.” (1 Timothy 4:16)

Hold Fast by Embracing a Greater Hope

a. "For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your
sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich.” (2 Corinthians
8:9)

b. And behold, a man came up to him, saying, “Teacher, what good deed must | do to
have eternal life?” And he said to him, “Why do you ask me about what is good? There
is only one who is good. If you would enter life, keep the commandments.” He said to
him, “Which ones?” And Jesus said, “You shall not murder, You shall not commit
adultery, You shall not steal, You shall not bear false witness, Honor your father and
mother, and, You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” The young man said to him, “All
these | have kept. What do | still lack?” Jesus said to him, “If you would be perfect, go,
sell what you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and
come, follow me.” When the young man heard this he went away sorrowful, for he had
great possessions. And Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly, | say to you, only with
difficulty will a rich person enter the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 19:16-23)



Hold Fast by Embracing God’s Grace
a. The deposit: “That which is committed to you, not that which is invented by you; that
which you have received, not that which you have devised; a thing not of wit, but of
learning; not of private assumption, but of public tradition; a thing brought to you, not
brought forth of you; where you are not an author, but a keeper; not a leader but a
follower. Keep the deposit.” (Leo the Great)



