The Story and Glory of Mercy & Grace | 1 Timothy 1:12-20

| thank Him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because He judged me faithful,
appointing me to His service, though formerly | was a blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent
opponent. But | received mercy because | had acted ignorantly in unbelief, and the grace of
our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. The saying is
trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners, of whom | am the foremost. But | received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the
foremost, Jesus Christ might display His perfect patience as an example to those who were to
believe in him for eternal life. To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be
honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.

This charge | entrust to you, Timothy, my child, in accordance with the prophecies previously
made about you, that by them you may wage the good warfare, holding faith and a good
conscience. By rejecting this, some have made shipwreck of their faith, among whom are
Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom | have handed over to Satan that they may learn not to
blaspheme.

The story of grace for sinners

a. "And Saul approved of his execution. And there arose on that day a great persecution
against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of
Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 2 Devout men buried Stephen and made great
lamentation over him. But Saul was ravaging the church, and entering house after
house, he dragged off men and women and committed them to prison.” (Acts 8:1-3)

b. “But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to
the high priest...” (Acts 9:1)

c. "l persecuted this Way to the death, binding and delivering to prison both men and
women, as the high priest and the whole council of elders can bear me witness. “ (Acts
22:4)

d. "And | did so in Jerusalem. | not only locked up many of the saints in prison after
receiving authority from the chief priests, but when they were put to death | cast my
vote against them. And | punished them often in all the synagogues and tried to make
them blaspheme, and in raging fury against them | persecuted them even to foreign
cities.” (Acts 26:10-11)



The mercy of Jesus for the unworthy

a.

“They will put you out of the synagogues. Indeed, the hour is coming when whoever
kills you will think he is offering service to God. And they will do these things because
they have not known the Father, nor me.” (John 16:2-3)

“Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved. For |
bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. For,
being ignorant of the righteousness of God, and seeking to establish their own, they
did not submit to God's righteousness.” (Romans 10:1-3)

He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous,
and treated others with contempt: “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a
Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed[a] thus:
‘God, | thank you that | am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even
like this tax collector. | fast twice a week; | give tithes of all that | get.” But the tax
collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast,
saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!"” (Luke 18:9-13)

“But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved
us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own
mercy..."” (Titus 3:4-5)

The worship of Jesus from the redeemed

a.

“Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. | have not
come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance.” (Luke 5:31-32)

The saints contending for the faith

“...contend for the faith that was once for all delivered to the saints.” (Jude 3)
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