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But since we were torn away from you, brothers, for a short time, in person not in heart, we
endeavored the more eagerly and with great desire to see you face to face, because we
wanted to come to you – I, Paul, again and again – but Satan hindered us. For what is our hope
or joy or crown of boasting before our Lord Jesus at his coming? Is it not you? For you are our
glory and joy.

Therefore when we could bear it no longer, we were willing to be left behind at Athens alone,
and we sent Timothy, our brother and God’s coworker in the gospel of Christ, to establish and
exhort you in your faith, that no one be moved by these afflictions. For you yourselves know
that we are destined for this. For when we were with you, we kept telling you beforehand that
we were to suffer affliction, just as it has come to pass, and just as you know. For this reason,
when I could bear it no longer, I sent to learn about your faith, for fear that somehow the
tempter had tempted you and our labor would be in vain.

Forged through Relationship
a. “Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against

you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of
visitation.” (1 Peter 2:12)

Forged to be Strengthened
a. “I hope to come to you soon, but I am writing these things to you so that, if I delay, you

may know how one ought to behave in the household of God, which is the church of
the living God, a pillar and buttress of the truth.” (1 Timothy 3:14-15)

b. “Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that
the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full
effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.” (James 1:2-4)

c. “And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the word in much
affliction, with the joy of the Holy Spirit…” (1 Thessalonians 1:6)



Forged to Stand Firm
a. “The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus

Christ be with you.” (Romans 16:20)
b. “Listen! Behold, a sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seed fell along the

path, and the birds came and devoured it. Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did
not have much soil, and immediately it sprang up, since it had no depth of soil. And
when the sun rose, it was scorched, and since it had no root, it withered away. Other
seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no grain.
And other seeds fell into good soil and produced grain, growing up and increasing and
yielding thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a hundredfold.” And he said, “He who has ears to
hear, let him hear.” (Mark 4:3-9)

c. “Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.” (1 Corinthians
15:58)

Forged by Faith through Jesus
a. Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white robes,

and from where have they come?” I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me,
“These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” (Revelation 7:13-14)


