
Captivated | 1 Thessalonians 1:1 & Acts 17:1-9
Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace.

Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica,
where there was a synagogue of the Jews. And Paul went in, as was his custom, and on three
Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, explaining and proving that was
necessary for the  Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead, and saying, “This Jesus, whom I
proclaim to you, is the Christ.” And some of them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as
did a great many of the devout Greeks and not a few of the leading women. But the Jews were
jealous, and taking some wicked men of the rabble, they formed a mob, set the city in an
uproar, and attacked the house of Jason, seeking to bring them out to the crowd. And when
they could not find them, they dragged Jason and some of the brothers before the city
authorities, shouting, “These men who have turned the world upside down have come here
also, and Jason has received them, and they are all acting against the decrees of Caesar, saying
that there is another king, Jesus.” And the people and the city authorities were disturbed when
they heard these things. And when they had taken money as security from Jason and the rest,
they let them go.

The Power of the Gospel
1. Saves

2. Sends
a. “And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was standing there,

urging him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” And when Paul had
seen the vision, immediately we sought to go on into Macedonia, concluding that God
had called us to preach the gospel to them.” (Acts 16:9-10)

The Effects of the Gospel
1. Hostility

a. “But now that Timothy has come to us from you, and has brought us the good news of
your faith and love and reported that you always remember us kindly and long to see
us, as we long to see you— for this reason, brothers, in all our distress and affliction we
have been comforted about you through your faith.” (1 Thessalonians 3:6-7)

2. Health
a. “We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our prayers,

remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and
steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Thessalonians 1:2-3)

b. “For not only has the word of the Lord sounded forth from you in Macedonia and
Achaia, but your faith in God has gone forth everywhere, so that we need not say
anything.” (1 Thessalonians 1:8)



The Fruit of the Gospel
1. Grace

a. “...for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as
a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus…” (Romans 3:23-24)

2. Peace
a. “Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely…” (1 Thessalonians 5:23)


