
The Beauty of Marriage | 1 Corinthians 7:1-16
Now concerning the matters about which you wrote: “It is good for a man not to have sexual
relations with a woman.” But because of the temptation to sexual immorality, each man should
have his own wife and each woman her own husband. The husband should give to his wife her
conjugal rights, and likewise the wife to her husband. For the wife does not have authority over
her own body, but the husband does. Likewise the husband does not have authority over his
own body, but the wife does. Do not deprive one another, except perhaps by agreement for a
limited time, that you may devote yourselves to prayer; but then come together again, so that
Satan may not tempt you because of your lack of self-control.

Now as a concession, not a command, I say this. I wish that all were as I myself am. But each
has his own gift from God, one of one kind and one of another. To the unmarried and the
widows I say that it is good for them to remain single, as I am. But if they cannot exercise
self-control, they should marry. For it is better to marry than to burn with passion.

To the married I give this charge (not I, but the Lord): the wife should not separate from her
husband (but if she does, she should remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her husband),
and the husband should not divorce his wife.

To the rest I say (I, not the Lord) that if any brother has a wife who is an unbeliever, and she
consents to live with him, he should not divorce her. If any woman has a husband who is an
unbeliever, and he consents to live with her, she should not divorce him. For the unbelieving
husband is made holy because of his wife, and the unbelieving wife is made holy because of
her husband. Otherwise your children would be unclean, but as it is, they are holy. But if the
unbelieving partner separates, let it be so. In such cases the brother or sister is not enslaved.
God has called you to peace. For how do you know, wife, whether you will save your husband?
Or how do you know, husband, whether you will save your wife?

The Purpose of Marriage
a. “And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.” (Genesis 2:25)
b. “Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled, for

God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterous.” (Hebrews 13:4)
c. “Marriage is a dam against the flood of fornication—sexual relations outside marriage.”

(John Piper)

The Complications from Marriage
a.   ”Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some do not obey

the word, they may be won without a word by the conduct of their wives, 2 when they
see your respectful and pure conduct.” (1 Peter 3:1-2)

b. “Have you not read that he who created them from the beginning made them male and
female, and said, ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to



his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? So they are no longer two but one flesh.
wWhat therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.” (Matthew 19:4-6)

c. “You shall not intermarry with them, giving your daughters to their sons or taking their
daughters for your sons, for they would turn away your sons from following me, to serve
other gods.” (Deuteronomy 7:3-4a)

The Beauty of Marriage
a. “This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church.”

(Ephesians 5:32)
b. “In the church’s marriage to Christ, it is not ‘until death do us part,’ it is ‘my death

ensures that we will never be apart.’” (Stephen Um)

Benediction | 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17
Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father, who loved us and gave us eternal
comfort and good hope through grace, 17 comfort your hearts and establish them in every
good work and word.
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