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Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no
resurrection of the dead? But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has
been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in
vain. We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified about God that he
raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. For if the dead are
not raised, not even Christ has been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile
and you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If
in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied.

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.
For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. For as in
Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. But each in how own order: Christ the
firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ.

The Implications
1. Faith is in vain

2. Alive in our sin

3. Pitied in our character

4. Firstfruits
a. “And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the

dead, that in everything he might be preeminent.” (Colossians 1:18)
b. “We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ

was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of
life.” (Romans 6:4)

5. Spiritual Geography
a. “He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of

his beloved Son…” (Colossians 1:13)

The Invitation
1. Belonging


