
 

 
The letter from the Apostle Paul to Titus is a very personal and practical letter emphasizing the 
importance of doctrine not only in gospel-centered ministry, but in the life of all Christians.  
 
Doctrine can sometimes be intimidating for many Christians because of previous experiences or 
things that they’ve seen in the church. But that shouldn’t be the case as we believe that deep doctrine 
helps us to better understand and worship who God is and what He has and is doing; doctrine is 
directly connected to our devotion.  
 
In his letter to Titus, Paul stresses two important truths: the gospel and good works are inseparable. 
My hope and prayer through this letter is that we would not only grow in our knowledge of Christ 
(confidence), but that we would also grow in our understanding and identity as Christians 
(conviction). And as a result, that we would be a people who is passionate about the glory of God not 
only in our church, but where He has sent us (conduct).  
 
I pray that God the Holy Spirit would use this letter to illuminate our understanding of Christ and 
guide us to complete satisfaction in Him.  
 
Warmly,  
 
Pastor Marco  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

RECOMMENDED RESOURCES  
 
::1 & 2 Thessalonians and Titus: Living Faithfully in View of Christ’s Coming by John MacArthur  
Paul’s letter to Titus—a young pastor in Crete—is filled with personal affirmation, counsel, and 
guidance on how to prepare church leaders for effective evangelism. Paul wrote this letter so Titus 
could “set in order the things that are lacking” and “speak the things which are proper for sound 
doctrine” (Titus 1:5; 2:1). These letters of instruction are as inspirational for us today as they were for 
these first-century Christ followers. 
 
::1 Timothy and Titus: Fighting the Good Fight by John Stott 
We live in a culture where the beliefs and preferences of the individual are given final authority. Paul's 
firm commitment to the church as "the pillar and foundation of the truth" stands against the current. 
His letters to Timothy and Titus call us to reestablish the core beliefs of Christianity and affirm our 
convictions about the gospel. Paul's priority in these letters is to make sure that the truth of the 
gospel is faithfully guarded and delivered to the next generation. Through these studies, we will be 
challenged to carry on the battle, armed with the truth of the gospel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://amzn.to/2vjZRwV
https://amzn.to/2ApgBsx


 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 
::Sunday, September 30th 2018 | Old Church Winery Service | 9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 
On this Sunday, the Incubator will be unavailable due to scheduling conflicts and we will be having 
service at the Old Church Winery (right across the street) and will have two services--please mark 
your calendars! Kids Ministry will meet only during the 10:30 a.m. 
 
::Membership Class | Sunday, September 30th AND Sunday, October 7th 2018 | 12:30 - 2:00 p.m. 
We have a members class twice a year for those who are interested in covenant membership at 
Storehouse Community--this is a great opportunity to learn more about who we are, our theology, 
and for questions. You can email cristina@storehousemcallen.com to register or visit the website.  
 
::Family Gathering | Sunday, October 14th 2018 | 12:30 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.  
Family Gathering is where all of our covenant members gather for fellowship and some brief updates 
on what’s going on behind the scenes at Storehouse. On this Family Gathering, we’ll also be 
introducing and praying for any new covenant members at Storehouse.  
 
::October 2018   
We’re starting a monthly cohort for men (3rd Monday of the month) and women (first Monday of the 
month) where our desire is to equip men and women in theological concepts, spiritual disciplines, 
and practical application. We have more details on our website: storehousemcallen.com/ftc   
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DISCIPLESHIP GUIDE 
Week One | Titus 1:1-4 | An Introduction  
 
Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the sake of the faith of God’s elect and their 
knowledge of the truth, which accords with godliness, in hope of eternal life, which God, who never lies, 
promised before the ages began and at the proper time manifested in his word through the preaching with 
which I have been entrusted by the command of God our Savior; to Titus, my true child in a common faith: 
Grace and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Savior. (Titus 1:1-4)  
 
CHAPTER SUMMARY 
Titus doesn’t receive a “thanksgiving” section in his greetings from Paul. Instead, Paul greets Titus and 
then dives immediately into his reasons for writing to him. Chapter one consists of Paul urging Titus 
to promote sound doctrine, establish church leadership, and then challenges Titus to confront false 
teaching. You can tell from Paul’s style that this letter is to be read with care and urgency to protect 
the gospel of Christ.  
 
DISCUSS 
:::Paul opens this letter with a lengthy personal introduction. How do verses 1-3 present the basis and 
purpose of Paul’s apostleship? Compare Romans 1:1-6. Why do you think Paul emphasizes that he is a 
“servant of God” AND an “apostle of Jesus Christ” in this letter?   
 
::Looking at verse one, Paul stresses the connection between “knowledge of truth” and “godliness.” 
Why is godliness an essential hallmark of God’s people? How do godliness and good works relate to 
grace, according to Titus 2:11-14? Titus 3:5,8?  
 
::How should who we are (confidence/conviction) shape our godliness (conduct)? How can you 
specifically grow in this area?  
 
PRAYER 
Our world is full of half truths, but God is completely truthful (Titus 1:2). Therefore, believers should 
hold firm to God’s “trustworthy word” as the foundation of their lives (1:9). Pray that your eyes would 
be fixed on the person, work, and truth of Christ Jesus.  
 



 

DISCIPLESHIP GUIDE 
Week Two | Titus 1:5-9 | The Godly Pastor 
 
This is why I left you in Crete, so that you might put what remained into order, and appoint elders in every 
town as I directed you--if anyone is above reproach, the husband of one wife, and his children are believers 
and not open to the charge of debauchery or insubordination. For an overseer, as God’s steward, must be 
above reproach. He must not be arrogant or quick tempered or a drunkard or violent or greedy for gain, but 
hospitable, a lover of good, self controlled, upright, holy, and disciplined. He must hold firm to the 
trustworthy word as taught, so that he may be able to give instruction in sound doctrine and also to rebuke 
those who contradict it.  
 
DISCUSS 
:::What does this passage teach us about church leadership; namely elders? What are common 
conceptions or misconceptions Christians hold to elders that may not be represented in Scripture?   
 
:::Paul refers to “elders” in this passage. What does this title emphasize about the responsibilities of 
church leaders? Look up Acts 20:28; 1 Timothy 5:17; 1 Peter 5:1-3 
 
:::While Paul is specific in addressing the office of the pastorate. Many can skip these verses and lose 
valuable insight on how this personally resonates with them--without overlooking it, how does this 
passage relate to you? And how does this point you to Christ?  
 
PRAYER 
Though addressing elders or overseers, Paul writes about being “God’s steward.” As God’s people, we 
are stewards of what God has given us and are to be “above reproach” in all areas of our lives. Take 
this time to repent of sin where we’ve “missed it” when it comes to reproach and how we can trust 
God in what He’s given us.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

DISCIPLESHIP GUIDE 
Week Three | Titus 1:10-16 | Contending for the Faith 
 
For there are many who are insubordinate, empty talkers and deceivers, especially those of the circumcision 
party. They must be silenced, since they are upsetting whole families by teaching for shameful gain what 
they ought not to teach. One of the Cretans, a prophet of their own, said, “Cretans are always liars, evil 
beasts, lazy gluttons.” This testimony is true. Therefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the 
faith, not devoting themselves to Jewish myth and the commands of people who turn away from the truth. 
To the pure, all things are pure, but to the defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure; but both their minds and 
their consciences are defiled. They profess to know God, but they deny him by their works. They are 
detestable, disobedient, unfit for any good work. (Titus 1:10-16)  
 
DISCUSS 
::What does it mean to “rebuke” or “silence” false teachers? Why is this necessary for the church and 
for the opponents themselves?   
 
:::What does Paul say about the false teachers’ motives and character in 1:11-13? How does this 
compare to qualified church leaders in 1:6-9? 
 
:::How does verse 15 (“the pure” and “the defiled”) reflect Jesus’ teaching about ritual and moral purity 
in Luke 11:38-41?  
 
PRAYER 
True believers have a pure heart, good conscience, and sincere faith (1 Timothy 1:5). This means our 
heart has been and is being transformed by the Holy Spirit. Take this time to praise God for his work, 
repent of sin that has/does ensnare your heart, and trust in the work that He’s doing in and through 
you.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

DISCIPLESHIP GUIDE 
Week Four | Titus 2:1-10 
 
But as for you, teach what accords with sound doctrine. Older men are to be sober-minded, dignified, 
self-controlled, sound in faith, in love, and in steadfastness. Older women likewise are to be reverent in 
behavior, not slanderers or slaves to much wine. They are to teach what is good, and so train the young 
women to love their husbands and children, to be self-controlled, pure, working at home, kind, and 
submissive to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be reviled. Likewise, urge the younger men 
to be self-controlled. Show yourself in all respects to be a model of good works, and in your teaching show 
integrity, dignity, and sound speech that cannot be condemned, so that an opponent may be put to shame, 
having nothing evil to say about us. Bondservants are to be submissive to their own masters in everything; 
they are to be well-pleasing, not argumentative, not pilfering, but showing all good faith, so that in 
everything they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior. (Titus 2:1-10)  
 
Chapter Summary 
Chapter One introduced big themes and concerns right from the beginning: God’s plan of salvation, 
elders in the church, and false teaching. Chapter two is a contrast to the first chapter. Paul explains 
the gospel foundation and how that should produce godly living. He also writes that the grace of God 
saves sinners and empowers people to turn from ungodliness and pursue godliness and good works. 
 
Discuss  
→ Paul calls believers to live in accordance with sound doctrine. Why do you think Paul repeatedly 
stresses the need for various groups of Christians to display self control and proper speech?  
 
→ “Self-control” refers to prudence, self-restraint, and moderation in the face of sin. It is evidence of 
gospel transformation. What does self-control look like for older and younger men and women in 
this passage? What is one way that you might grow in the area of self-control?  
 
→ Paul repeatedly highlights the goals of believers’’ godly conduct: “that the word of God may not be 
reviled...so that an opponent may be put to shame, having nothing evil to say about us...so that in 
everything they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior.” What do these three purpose statements 
have in common?  
 



 

DISCIPLESHIP GUIDE 
Week Five | Titus 2:11-15 
 
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to renounce ungodliness 
and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, waiting for our 
blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to 
redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous 
for works. Declare these things; exhort and rebuke with all authority. Let no one disregard you. (Titus 2:11-15)  
 
DISCUSS 
→ How does the gospel of grace empower God’s people for good works?  
 
→ How does Titus 2:11-14 summarize our past, present, and future as Christians?  
 
→ Paul writes that Christ “gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness.” The word “redeem” 
means to liberate or rescue from oppression. Consider the following OT references to redemption: 
Exodus 6:6 and 15:13; Psalm 130:8; Isaiah 43:1 and 44:22. What does God redeem his people from? 
What is the effect or redemption according to Titus 2:14?  
 
PRAYER  
The grace of God is His extravagant, generous favor freely given to deserving people who could never 
pay him back. The grace of God not only transforms us, but empowers us to testify the good news of 
His grace to others. What evidence of grace have you seen in your own life? In the life of your group? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

DISCIPLESHIP GUIDE 
Week Six | Titus 3:1-8 
 
Remind them to be submissive to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every good work, to 
speak evil of no one, to avoid quarreling, to be gentle, and to show perfect courtesy toward all people. For 
we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions and pleasures, passing 
our days in malice and envy, hated by others and hating one another. But when the goodness and loving 
kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but 
according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured 
out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs 
according to the hope of eternal life. The saying is trustworthy, and I want you to insist on these things, so 
that those who have believed in God may be careful to devote themselves to good works. These things are 
excellent and profitable for people. (Titus 3:1-8) 
 
 
DISCUSS 
1.) In verses 3-7, Paul recounts what we once were, apart from Christ and what God did to save us 
through Christ. Why do you think Paul reminds Christians that they were once foolish, disobedient, 
enslaved to sin, envious and hateful? How does that help who we are now?  
 
2.) Good works are a big theme in Titus. If Christians are saved not because of their works but because 
of God’s mercy, why does Paul repeatedly call believers to devote themselves to good works? How 
do good works relate to our mission and calling in the world? How do works give evidence of whether 
our faith in Christ and knowledge of God are genuine?  
 
3.) Paul writes that God saved us “by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit.” 
How does this description of salvation recall the truths Jesus spoke to Nicodemus in John 3:5?  
 
PRAYER  
The beauty of this passage is that God promises to cleanse His people; replace their hearts of stone 
with hearts of flesh; and place His spirit within us in order to worship and obey. How does the truth of 
renewal and God’s work in you lead you to worship today?  
 



 

DISCIPLESHIP GUIDE 
Week Seven | Titus 3:9-10 
 
But avoid foolish controversies, genealogies, dissensions, and quarrels about the law, for they are 
unprofitable and worthless. As for a person who stirs up division, after warning him once and then twice, 
have nothing to do with him, knowing that such a person is warped and sinful; he is self-condemned.  
 
 
DISCUSS 
1.) Paul warns against foolish controversies and divisive people in this section. Why should believers 
avoid, warn, and at times, disconnect from people in the church who reflect such behaviors while 
showing gentleness to those outside of the church?  
 
2.) Why does Paul call for church discipline in response to an unrepentant and divisive person in the 
church? Compare Paul’s instructions here with Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 18:15-17.  
 
3.) What should the goal of church discipline be? Why?  
 
PRAYER  
Church discipline is difficult, muddy, and can be discouraging. But it’s goal is always repentance and 
restoration. As believers, nothing “makes us better” than others--inside and outside of the church, but 
a significant mark of difference is repentance. Take this time to confess and repent sin; encourage 
one another; and point one another to be sound in faith.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

DISCIPLESHIP GUIDE 
Week Eight | Titus 3:11-15 
 
When I send Artemas or Tychicus to you, do your best to come to me at Nicopolis, for I have decided to 
spend the winter there. Do your best to speed Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their way; see that they lack 
nothing. And let your people learn to devote themselves to good works, so as to help cases of urgent need, 
and not be unfruitful. All who are with me send greetings to you. Greet those who love us in the faith. Grace 
be with you all.  
 
DISCUSS 
1.) What stands out to you about Paul’s co-workers; Artemas, Tychicus (Acts 20:4; Ephesians 6:21; 
Colossians 4:7; 2 Timothy 4:12), and Apollos (Acts 18:24-19:1)? 
 
2.)  What are one or two specific ways that Titus 3:13 informs how Christians today should send 
missionaries?  
 
3.) Paul closes once more with Christians devoting themselves to good works--how does this connect 
to us as missionaries in our city?  
 
PRAYER  
This section teaches us two things: Paul never worked alone, but always traveled and ministered with 
other believers; he considered these Christians as essential partners in the work of the 
gospel--encourage one another as we, not only “do” life together, but do the work of ministry 
together. Pray, too, for our missionaries who we support and partner with. Pray for more churches to 
be planted in the Valley who preach the gospel of Jesus Christ for the glory of Jesus Christ. 
 


