
The Son Who Draws Near | Matthew 1:18-23
Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy
Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved
to divorce her quietly. But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, Son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your
wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall
call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what
the Lord had spoken by the prophet: “Behold the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and
they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us).

Our Problem Revealed at Christmas
1. Our Deepest Problem Revealed:

a. Sinners by nature and choice
b. Separation from God

i. “Behold, the LORD's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save, or his ear dull,
that it cannot hear; but your iniquities have made a separation between you and
your God, and your sins have hidden his face from you so that he does not
hear.” (Isaiah 59:1-2)

God’s Promise Fulfilled on Christmas
1. Salvation Belongs to the Lord

a. “For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might
bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit…” (1 Peter
3:18)

b. “It wasn’t just the arrival of Jesus onto the earth that redeemed us. It was His perfect
life, sacrificial death, victorious resurrection, and triumphant ascension that brought the
redemption we require because of our sin.” (Matt Henslee)

2. Implications of Drawing Near
a. “Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and

purify your hearts, you double-minded. Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your
laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves before the
Lord, and he will exalt you.” (James 4:8-10)

b. “And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God
must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.” (Hebrews 11:6)

Benediction | Isaiah 9:6-7
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace. Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of



David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness
from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.


