Peter Denies Jesus | Mark 14:66-72

And as Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the high priest came, and
seeing Peter warming himself, she looked at him and said, “You also were with the Nazarene,
Jesus.” But he denied it, saying, "l neither know nor understand what you mean.” And he went
out into the gateway and the rooster crowed. And the servant girl saw him and began again to
say to the bystanders, “This man is one of them.” But again he denied it. And after a little while
the bystanders again said to Peter, “Certainly you are one of them, for you are a Galilean.” But
he began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, “| do not know this man of whom you
speak.” And immediately the rooster crowed a second time. And Peter remembered how Jesus
had said to him, “Before the rooster crows twice, you will deny me three times.” And he broke
down and wept.

The Denial of Jesus by Peter
a. "Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall.” (1 Corinthians
10:12)

The Devastation of Peter
a. Repentance
i.  Provoked by God's word
1. “For when | kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all
day long. For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength
was dried up as by the heat of summer.” (Psalm 32:3-4)
2. "Whoever conceals his transgressions will not prosper, but he who
confesses and forsakes them will obtain mercy.” (Proverbs 28:13)
ii.  The opposite of defensiveness
1. "If I hate sin because of the punishment, | have not repented of sin. |
merely regret that God is just.” (Charles Spurgeon)
iii.  Leadsto change
1. "For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation without
regret, whereas worldly grief produces death.” (2 Corinthians 7:10)

The Restoration of Peter

a. When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do
you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that | love you.”
He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” He said to him a second time, “Simon, son of John,
do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that | love you.” He said to him,
“Tend my sheep.” He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love
me?"” Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” and
he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that | love you.” Jesus said to
him, “Feed my sheep.” (John 21:15-17)



Benediction | Psalm 51:15-17

O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise. For you will not delight in
sacrifice, or | would give it; you will not be pleased with a burnt offering. The sacrifices of God
are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.



