
Apathy or Affection? | Malachi 3:13-4:6
“Your words have been hard against me, says the Lord, But you say, ‘How have we spoken
against you?’ You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God. What is the profit of our keeping his
charge or of walking as in mourning before the Lord of hosts? And now we call the arrogant
blessed. Evildoers not only prosper but they put God to the test and they escape.’”

Then those who feared the Lord spoke with one another. The Lord paid attention and heard
them, and a book of remembrance was written before him of those who feared the Lord and
esteemed his name. “They shall be mine, says the Lord of hosts, in the day when I make up my
treasured possession, and I will spare them as a man spares his son who serves him. Then once
more you shall see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked, between one who
serves God and one who does not serve him.

“For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers
will be stubble. That day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the Lord of hosts, so that it
will leave them neither root nor branch. But for you who fear my name, the sun of
righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the
stall. And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet,
on the day when I act, says the Lord of hosts. Remember the law of my servant Moses, the
statutes and rules that I commanded him at Horeb for all Israel. Behold, I will send you Elijah,
the prophet before the great and awesome day of the Lord comes. And he will turn the hearts
of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the
land with a decree of utter destruction.”

Confrontation
a. “Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be

my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; and you shall be
to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words that you shall speak
to the people of Israel.” (Exodus 19:5-6)

Challenge
a. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is

with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be
with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be
no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former
things have passed away.” (Revelation 21:3-4)

b. “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the
one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. On that day many will say to me,
‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and
do many mighty works in your name?’ And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew
you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’ (Matthew 7:21-23)



c. “Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is
faithful. And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and
all the more as you see the Day drawing near.” (Hebrews 10:23-25)

Comfort
a. They answered him, “He wore a garment of hair, with a belt of leather about his waist.”

And he said, “It is Elijah the Tishbite.” (2 Kings 1:8)
b. Now John was clothed with camel's hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and

ate locusts and wild honey. And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is
mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. I
have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” (Mark 1:6-8)

Benediction | 1 Peter 2:9-10
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession,
that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his
marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had
not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.


