
Consumed or Refined? | Malachi 2:17-3:6
You have wearied the Lord with your words. But you say, “How have we wearied him?” By
saying, “Everyone who does evil is good in the sight of the Lord, and he delights in them.” Or
by asking, “Where is the God of justice?”

“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom
you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you
delight, behold, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his
coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap.
He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them
like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the Lord. Then the offering
of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former
years. Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers,
against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired
worker in his wages, the widow and the fatherless, against those who thrust aside the sojourner,
and do not fear me, says the Lord of hosts. For I the Lord do not change; therefore you, O
children of Jacob, are not consumed.”

The Problem with Sin
a. Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father's

house to the land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great nation, and I will
bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those
who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the
earth shall be blessed.” (Genesis 12:1-3)

The Promise of the Son
a. “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring[e] and her

offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” (Genesis 3:15)
b. In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, “Repent, for

the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet
Isaiah when he said, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the
Lord; make his paths straight.’” (Matthew 3:1-3)

c. Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division was on duty,
according to the custom of the priesthood, he was chosen by lot to enter the temple of
the Lord and burn incense. And the whole multitude of the people were praying
outside at the hour of incense. And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord
standing on the right side of the altar of incense. And Zechariah was troubled when he
saw him, and fear fell upon him. But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah,
for your prayer has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you
shall call his name John. And you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his
birth, for he will be great before the Lord. And he must not drink wine or strong drink,
and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother's womb. And he will turn
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many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God, and he will go before him in the
spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the
disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord a people prepared.”
(Luke 1:8-17)

d. “None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one seeks for God. All have
turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one.”
(Romans 3:11-12)

e. “...were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. But God, being rich in
mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in
our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—”
(Ephesians 2:3b-5)

A Purified People
1. A consuming fire

a. “Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called
Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. His eyes are like a
flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems, and he has a name written that no one
knows but himself. He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he
is called is The Word of God. And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and
pure, were following him on white horses. From his mouth comes a sharp sword with
which to strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread
the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. On his robe and on his thigh
he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords. (Revelation 19:11-16)

2. A Refiner’s Fire
a. “In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by

various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold
that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and
honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” (1 Peter 1:6-7)

b. “I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by
testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and
perfect.” (Romans 12:1-2)

Benediction | 2 Timothy 2:11-13
The saying is trustworthy, for: If we have died with Him, we will also live with Him; if we endure,
we will also reign with Him; if we deny Him, He will also deny us; if we are faithless, He remains
faithful – for He cannot deny Himself.


