
Faithless & Forgetful | Malachi 2:10-16
Have we not all one Father? Has not one God created us? Why then are we faithless to one
another, profaning the covenant of our fathers? Judah has been faithless, and abomination has
been committed in Israel and in Jerusalem. For Judah has profaned the sanctuary of the Lord,
which he loves, and has married the daughter of a foreign god. May the Lord cut off from the
tents of Jacob any descendant of the man who does this, who brings an offering to the Lord of
hosts!

And this second thing you do. You cover the Lord’s altar with tears, with weeping and groaning
because he no longer regards the offering or accepts it with favor from your hand. But you say,
“Why does he not?” Because the Lord was witness between you and the wife of your youth, to
whom you have been faithless, though she is your companion and your wife by covenant. Did
he not make them one, with a portion of the Spirit in their union? And what was the one God
seeking? Godly offspring. So guard yourselves in your spirit, and let none of you be faithless to
the wife of your youth. “For the man who does not love his wife but divorces her, says the Lord,
the God of Israel, covers his garment with violence, says the Lord of hosts. So guard yourselves
in your spirit, and do not be faithless.”

Faithless Hearts
a. “Then you shall say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus says the Lord, Israel is my first born son…’”

(Exodus 4:22)
b. And he said to him, “I am the LORD who brought you out from Ur of the Chaldeans to

give you this land to possess.” But he said, “O Lord GOD, how am I to know that I shall
possess it?” He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three
years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” And he brought
him all these, cut them in half, and laid each half over against the other. But he did not
cut the birds in half. And when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove
them away. As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell on Abram. And behold,
dreadful and great darkness fell upon him. Then the LORD said to Abram, “Know for
certain that your offspring will be sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will be
servants there, and they will be afflicted for four hundred years. But I will bring
judgment on the nation that they serve, and afterward they shall come out with great
possessions. As for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried in a
good old age. And they shall come back here in the fourth generation, for the iniquity
of the Amorites is not yet complete.” (Genesis 15:7-16)

c. “You shall not intermarry with them, giving your daughters to their sons or taking their
daughters for your sons, for they would turn away your sons from following me, to serve
other gods.” (Deuteronomy 7:3-4a)

d. “Now King Solomon loved many foreign women, along with the daughter of Pharaoh:
Moabite, Ammonite, Edomite, Sidonian, and Hittite women, from the nations
concerning which the LORD had said to the people of Israel, “You shall not enter into
marriage with them, neither shall they with you, for surely they will turn away your heart



after their gods.” Solomon clung to these in love. He had 700 wives, who were
princesses, and 300 concubines. And his wives turned away his heart. For when
Solomon was old his wives turned away his heart after other gods, and his heart was not
wholly true to the LORD his God, as was the heart of David his father. For Solomon went
after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and after Milcom the abomination of the
Ammonites. So Solomon did what was evil in the sight of the LORD and did not wholly
follow the LORD, as David his father had done. Then Solomon built a high place for
Chemosh the abomination of Moab, and for Molech the abomination of the
Ammonites, on the mountain east of Jerusalem. And so he did for all his foreign wives,
who made offerings and sacrificed to their gods.” (1 Kings 11:1-8)

Forgotten Covenants
a. “A wife is bound to her husband as long as he lives. But if her husband dies, she is free

to be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord.” (1 Corinthians 7:39)
b. “Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership has righteousness

with lawlessness? Or what fellowship has light with darkness? What accord has Christ
with Belial? Or what portion does a believer share with an unbeliever? What agreement
has the temple of God with idols?” (2 Corinthians 6:14-16a)

c. “Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled, for
God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterous.” (Hebrews 13:4)

d. “Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some do not obey
the word, they may be won without a word by the conduct of their wives, when they see
your respectful and pure conduct.” (1 Peter 3:1-2)

e. “Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and
they shall become one flesh.” (Genesis 2:24)

Faithful Savior
a. “...knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your

forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious
blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot.” (1 Peter 18-19)

b. “The Father takes the scarlet evidence of our multitudinous sins and shortcomings and
covers it with the pure, white garments of his Son’s perfect obedience. What is more,
He promised to be at work in us by His Spirit, delighting in whatever small progress we
make and promising to complete His good work in us on the last day.” (Ian Duguid)

Benediction | 2 Corinthians 13:11-4
Finally, brothers, rejoice. Aim for restoration, comfort one another, agree with one another, live
in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. Greet one another with a holy kiss.
All the saints greet you. The grace of the Lord Jesus and the love of God and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.


