
The Truth Abandoned | Malachi 2:1-9
“And now, O priests, this command is for you. If you will not listen, if you will not take it to
heart to give honor to my name, says the Lord of hosts, then I will send the curse upon you and
I will curse your blessings. Indeed, I have already cursed them, because you do not lay it to
heart. Behold, I will rebuke your offspring, and spread dung on your faces, the dung of your
offerings, and you shall be taken away with it. So shall you know that I have sent this command
to you, that my covenant with Levi may stand, says the Lord of hosts. My covenant with him
was one of life and peace, and I have them to him. It was a covenant of fear, and he feared me.
He stood in awe of my name. True instruction was in his mouth, and no wrong was found on his
lips. He walked with me in peace and uprightness, and he turned many from iniquity. For the
lips of a priest should guard knowledge, and people should seek instruction from his mouth, for
he is the messenger of the Lord of hosts. But you have turned aside from the way. You have
caused many to stumble by your instruction. You have corrupted the covenant of Levi, says the
Lord of hosts, and so I make you despised and abased before all the people, inasmuch as you
do not keep my ways but show partiality in your instruction.”

The Truth Abandoned
a. “But if it has any blemish, if it is lame or blind or has any serious blemish whatever, you

shall not sacrifice it to the LORD your God.” (Deuteronomy 15:21)
b. “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own

possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of
darkness into his marvelous light.” (1 Peter 2:9)

c. “Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We
implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.” (2 Corinthians 5:20)

An Apathetic Priesthood
a. “Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who

teach will be judged with greater strictness.” (James 3:1)

The Anger of the Lord



An Aware Congregation
a. “Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be

my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; and you shall be
to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words that you shall speak
to the people of Israel.” (Exodus 15:5-6)

b. “Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who
teach will be judged with greater strictness.” (James 3:1)

c. “As the priesthood of all believers, we are called in our everyday lives to know God’s
Word, to let it permeate deeply our conversations with others, and to live it out.” (Ian
Dugid)

d. “The more we recognize the disgrace that we deserve for our negligence, and that we
have been granted the reward earned by Jesus for His faithfully priestly service instead,
the sooner our fear of people will succumb to the reverence of God.” (Ian Dugid)

e. “Lord, help us who cannot preach to pray for the man who does! Have you, dear friend,
who cannot preach, made a point of praying for the pastor of the church to which you
belong? It is a great sin on the part of church members if they do not daily sustain their
pastor by their prayers!” (Charles Spurgeon)

Benediction | 2 Chronicles 7:14
If my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face and
turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their
land.


