
Worthless Worship, Wonderful Redeemer | Malachi 1:6-14
“A son honors his father, and a servant his master. If then I am a father, where is my honor? And
if I am a master, where is my fear? Says the Lord of hosts to you, O priests, who despise my
name. But you say, ‘How have we despised your name?’ By offering polluted food upon my
altar. But you say, ‘How have we polluted you?’ By saying that the Lord’s table may be
despised. When you offer blind animals in sacrifice, is that not evil? And when you offer those
that are lame or sick, is that not evil? Present that to your governor; will he accept you or show
you favor? Says the Lord of hosts. And now entreat the favor of God, that he may be gracious
to us. With such a gift from you hand, will he show favor to any of you? says the Lord of hosts.
Oh that there were one among you who would shut the doors, that you might not kindle fire on
my altar in vain! I have no pleasure in you, says the Lord of hosts, and I will not accept an
offering from your hand. For from the rising of the sun to its setting my name will be great
among the nations, and in every place incense will be offered to my name, and a pure offering.
For my name will be great among the nations, says the Lord of hosts. But you profane it when
you say that the Lord’s table is polluted, and its fruit, that is, its food may be despised. But you
say, ‘what a weariness this is,’ and you snort at it, says the Lord of hosts. You bring what has
been taken by violence or is lame or sick, and this you bring as your offering! Shall I accept that
from your hand? says the Lord. Cursed be the cheat who has a male in his flock, and vows it,
and yet sacrifices to the Lord what is blemished. For I am a great King, says the lord of hosts,
and my name will be feared among the nations.”



Worthless Worship
1. “But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in
spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. God is spirit, and those
who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” (John 4:23-24)

2. “The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does
not live in temples made by man, nor is He served by human hands, as though He needed
anything, since He himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything.” (Acts 17:24-25)

Pandering Hearts
1. “But if it has any blemish, if it is lame or blind or has any serious blemish whatever, you shall
not sacrifice it to the LORD your God. “ (Deuteronomy 15:21)

2. “I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.” (Romans 12:1)

3. “...we joyfully offer our hearts, our time, and our possessions to our idols, while resenting
and resisting the Lord’s gracious demands on our lives…the true orientation and focus of our
hearts is revealed daily in the regular course of life.” (Ian Dugid)

Wonderful Redeemer
1. “And every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which
can never take away sins. But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he
sat down at the right hand of God…” (Hebrews 10:11-12)

2. “I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of Christ
and are turning to a different gospel— not that there is another one, but there are some who
trouble you and want to distort the gospel of Christ.” (Galatians 1:6-7)

2. “Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in
which you stand, and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to
you—unless you believed in vain.” (1 Corinthians 15:1-2)

3. “Christ’s perfect worship makes our weak and failing worship acceptable in the Father’s sight
so that He welcomes us joyfully into His glorious presence.” (Ian Dugid)

Benediction | John 4:23-24
“But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in
spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. God is spirit, and those
who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.”


