
Covenant Before Conviction | Malachi 1:1-5
The oracle of the word of the Lord to Israel by Malachi. “I have loved you,” says the Lord. But
you say, “How have you loved us?” Is not Esau Jacob’s brother?” declares the Lord. “Yet I have
loved Jacob but Esau I have hated. I have laid waste his hill country and left his heritage to
jackals of the desert.” If Edom says, “We are shattered but we will rebuild the ruins,” the Lord
of hosts says, “They may build, but I will tear down, and they will be called ‘the wicked
country,’ and ‘the people with whom the Lord is angry forever.’” You own eyes shall see this,
and you shall say, “Great is the Lord beyond the border of Israel!”

Remembering the love of God
a. “And all the people gathered as one man into the square before the Water Gate. And

they told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses that the LORD had
commanded Israel. So Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, both men
and women and all who could understand what they heard, on the first day of the
seventh month. And he read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early
morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those who could
understand. And the ears of all the people were attentive to the Book of the Law. And
Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden platform that they had made for the purpose. And
beside him stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah on his right
hand, and Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, Hashum, Hashbaddanah, Zechariah, and
Meshullam on his left hand. And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for
he was above all the people, and as he opened it all the people stood. And Ezra
blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting
up their hands. And they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces to
the ground.” (Nehemiah 8:1-6)

Recognizing the current condition

Reflecting on the work of God

a. These are the generations of Isaac, Abraham's son: Abraham fathered Isaac, and Isaac
was forty years old when he took Rebekah, the daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of
Paddan-aram, the sister of Laban the Aramean, to be his wife. And Isaac prayed to the
LORD for his wife, because she was barren. And the LORD granted his prayer, and
Rebekah his wife conceived. The children struggled together within her, and she said,
“If it is thus, why is this happening to me?” So she went to inquire of the LORD. And the
LORD said to her, “Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples from within you shall
be divided; the one shall be stronger than the other, the older shall serve the younger.”
(Genesis 25:19-23)

b. “For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his
Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. And those whom he
predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom
he justified he also glorified.” (Romans 8:29-30)



c. “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before
the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love
he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the
purpose of his will, o the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in
the Beloved.” (Ephesians 1:3-6)

Repenting of sin by God’s grace
a. “I once knew a woman who was the subject of many doubts and when I got to the

bottom of her doubt, it was this: she knew she loved Christ, but she was afraid, but she
was afraid he did not love her. ‘Oh!’ I said, ‘that is a doubt that will never trouble me;
never, by any possibility, because I am sure of this, that the heart is so corrupt, naturally,
that love to God never did get there without God’s putting it there.’ You may rest quite
certain, that if you love God, it is a fruit, and not a fruit. It is the fruit of God’s love to
you, and did not get there by the force of any goodness in you.” (Charles Spurgeon)

b. “Do not be ashamed to enter again into the Church. Be ashamed when you sin. Do not
be ashamed when you repent. Pay attention to what the devil did to you. These are two
things: sin and repentance. Sin is a wound; repentance is a medicine. Just as there are
for the body wounds and medicines, so for the soul are sins and repentance. However,
sin has the shame and repentance possesses the courage.” (John Chrystostom)


