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He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and
treated others with contempt: “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and
the other a tax collector. The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that
I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast
twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’ But the tax collector far off, would not even lift up
his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ I tell you, this
man went down to his house justified, rather than the other. For everyone who exalts himself
will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.”

The Danger of Self-Righteousness
1. Subjective
2. Selective
3. Superficial

a.   And he said to them, “You are those who justify yourselves before men, but God knows
your hearts. For what is exalted among men is an abomination in the sight of God.”
(Luke 16:15)

b. “In all our self-examination let us not try ourselves by comparison with the standard of
men. Let us look at nothing but the requirements of God.” (J.C. Ryle)

4. Not submitted to God’s will
a. “Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry,

sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, envy,
drunkenness, orgies, and things like these.” (Galatians 5:19-21)

b. “Never are men’s ts in such a hopeless condition, as when they are not sensible of their
own sins.” (J.C. Ryle)

The Grace of Brokenness
1. Contrition

a. “For you will not delight in sacrifice, or I would give it; you will not be pleased with a
burnt offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O
God, you will not despise.” (Psalm 51:16-17)

2. Humility

The Beauty of Acceptance
1. Justification

a. “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become
the righteousness of God.” (2 Corinthians 5:21)


