
Jesus is The Hero | Galatians 1:11-24
For I would have you know, brothers, that the gospel that was preached by me is not man’s
gospel. For I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a
revelation of Jesus Christ. For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted
the church of God violently and tried to destroy it. And I was advancing in Judaism beyond
many of my own age among my people, so extremely zealous was I for the traditions of my
fathers. But when he who had set me apart before I was born, and who called me by his grace,
was pleased to reveal his Son to me, in order that I might preach him among the Gentiles, I did
not immediately consult with anyone; nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles
before me, but I went away into Arabia, and returned again to Damascus.

Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and remained with him fifteen
days. But I saw none of the other apostles except James the Lord’s brother. (In what I am
writing to you, before God, I do not lie!) Then I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia. And I
was still unknown in person to the churches of Judea that are in Christ. They only were hearing
it said, “He who used to persecute us is now preaching the faith he once tried to destroy.” And
they glorified God because of me.

Grace Resisted
• Paul’s story was not one of ignorance, lack of intelligence, insincerity, lack of being convinced,
or lack of zeal. Rather, Paul’s heart was hardened and not transformed internally;

- “Paul’s point in Galatians is not that he was opposed to or ignorant of Christian
tradition, but simply that he was not dependent upon it for his knowledge of Christ.”
(Timothy George)

- “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cumin,
and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness.
These you ought to have done, without neglecting the others. You blind guides,
straining out a gnat and swallowing a camel! “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! For you clean the outside of the cup and the plate, but inside they are full of
greed and self-indulgence. You blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and the
plate, that the outside also may be clean.” (Matthew 23:23-26)

- “If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more:
circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a
Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as
to righteousness under the law, blameless” (Philippians 1:4-6)



Graced Received
• Paul may have rebelled against God and resisted God, but when God rescues we simply
cannot out-sin His grace;

• Paul’s process of conversion:
- “Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from

heaven shone around him. 4 And falling to the ground, he heard a voice saying to him,
“Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” 5 And he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And he
said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6 But rise and enter the city, and you will
be told what you are to do.” (Acts 9:3-6)

a. Set Apart
b. Called

i. Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone
lay against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead
man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead
four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would
see the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his
eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. I knew that you
always hear me, but I said this on account of the people standing around, that
they may believe that you sent me.” When he had said these things, he cried
out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” The man who had died came out,
his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth.
Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” (John 11:38-44)

c. Purpose

• Paul wasted no time in preaching the gospel to Gentiles;

• Because of God’s grace, Paul walked in
a. Humility;
b. Fellowship

Grace Glorified
• Paul’s reputation had been growing through the churches; people remembered who he was;
and now they saw him transformed by God’s grace;

• The hero of Paul’s story is not his intellect, travel experience, Peter or James, but Jesus!

• The people Paul would have persecuted are now praising God for His saving grace in Paul.



Benediction | Jude 24-25
Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before the
presence of His glory with great joy, to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord,
be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.


