A Helpless Race Redeemed by Grace | Ecclesiastes 7:15-29

In my vain life | have seen everything. There is a righteous man who perishes in his
righteousness, and there is a wicked man who prolongs his life in his evil doing. Be not overly
righteous, and do not make yourself too wise. Why should you destroy yourself? Be not overly
wicked, neither be a fool. Why should you die before your time? It is good that you should take
hold of this, and from that withhold not your hand, for the one who fears God shall come out
from both of them.

Wisdom gives strength to the wise man more than ten rulers who are in a city. Surely there is
not a righteous man on earth who does good and never sins. Do not take to heart all the things
that people say, lest you hear your servant cursing you. Your heart knows that many times you
yourself have cursed others. All this | have tested by wisdom. | said, “l will be wise,” but it was
far from me. That which has been is far off, and deep, very deep; who can find it out?

| turned my heart to know and to search out and to seek wisdom and the scheme of things, and
to know the wickedness of folly and the foolishness that is madness. And | find something more
bitter than death: the woman whose heart is snares and nets, and whose hands are fetters. He
who pleases God escapes her, but the sinner is taken by her. Behold, this is what | found, says
the Preacher, while adding one thing to another to find the scheme of things — which my soul
has sought repeatedly, but | have not found. One man among a thousand | found, but a
woman among all these | have not found. See, this alone | found, that God made man upright,
but they have sought out many schemes.



A Broken World
1. The reality that our world is broken
2. The unfairness of that reality

A Broken World with Righteous Sinners
1. The self-righteous
a. "ltell you, on the day of judgment people will give account for every careless word they
speak, for by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be
condemned.” (Matthew 12:36-37)
2. The unrighteous
a. "For our sake he made Him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in Him we might become
the righteousness of God.” (2 Corinthians 5:21)

A Broken World with Righteous Sinners and Wicked Fools
1. Enticed by temptation: lady folly
2. Schemers: our helpless race

A Helpless Race Redeemed by Grace

1. The fear of God

2. The second Adam

a. "For if, because of one man’s trespass, death reigned through that one man, much

more will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness
reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ. Therefore, as one trespass led to
condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to justification and life for
all men. For as by the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the
one man'’s obedience the many will be made righteous.” (Romans 5:17-19)

Benediction | Colossians 2:13-15

And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made
alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, by canceling the record of debt
that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. He
disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them.



