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Now those who were scattered because of the persecution that arose over Stephen traveled as
far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one except Jews. But there
were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who on coming to Antioch spoke to the
Hellenists also, preaching the Lord Jesus. And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great
number who believed turned to the Lord. The report of this came to the ears of the church in
Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. When he came and saw the grace of God, he
was glad, and he exhorted them all to remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast purpose, for he
was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great many people were added to
the Lord. So Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, and when he had found him, he brought
him to Antioch. For a whole year they met with the church and taught a great many people.
And in Antioch the disciples were first called Christians.

Now in these days prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. And one of them named
Agabus stood up and foretold by the Spirit that there would be a great famine over all the
world (this took place in the days of Claudius). So the disciples determined, every one
according to his ability, to send relief to the brothers living in Judea. And they did so, sending
it to the elders by the hand of Barnabas and Saul.

Ordinary Saints

a. “And Saul approved of his execution.And there arose on that day a great persecution
against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of
Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. Devout men buried Stephen and made great
lamentation over him. But Saul was ravaging the church, and entering house after
house, he dragged off men and women and committed them to prison.” (Acts 8:1-3)

Faithful Saints
a. “I have become all things to all people, that by all means I might save some. I do it all

for the sake of the gospel, that I may share with them in its blessings.” (1 Corinthians
9:22-23)

Ready Saints

Benediction | Matthew 28:18-20
And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And
behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”


