
This Act of Grace | 2 Corinthians 8:1-9
We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the
churches of Macedonia, for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their
extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. For they gave
according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their own accord,
begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints – and this, not as we
expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God to us.
Accordingly, we urged Titus that as he had started, so he should complete among you this act
of grace. But as you excel in everything – in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness,
and in our love for you – see that you excel in this act of grace also. I say this not as a common,
but to prove by the earnestness of others that your love also is genuine. For you know the
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so
that you by his poverty might become rich.

The Source of Generosity
a. Now concerning the collection for the saints: as I directed the churches of Galatia, so

you also are to do. On the first day of every week, each of you is to put something aside
and store it up, as he may prosper, so that there will be no collecting when I come. And
when I arrive, I will send those whom you accredit by letter to carry your gift to
Jerusalem.” (1 Corinthians 16:1-3)

b. “And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the word in much
affliction, with the joy of the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all the
believers in Macedonia and in Achaia.” (1 Thessalonians 1:6-7)

The Shape of Generosity
a. “For what make us more close-handed than we ought to be is – when we look too

carefully, and too far forward, in contemplating the dangers that may occur – when we
are excessively cautious and careful – when we calculate too narrowly what we will
require during our whole life, or, in fine, how much we lose when the smallest portion is
taken away.” (John Calvin)

The Signal of Generosity
a. “By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our

lives for the brothers. But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need,
yet closes his heart against him, how does God's love abide in him? Little children, let
us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.” (1 John 3:16-18)

Benediction | 2 Corinthians 8:7
But as you excel in everything – in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our
love for you – see that you excel in this act of grace also.


