An Appeal for Unity | 1 Corinthians 1:10-17

| appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and that
there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same
judgment. For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there is quarreling among
you, my brothers. What | mean is that each of you says, “I follow Paul,” or “I follow Apollos,” or
“| follow Cephas,” or “I follow Christ.” Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were
you baptized in the name of Paul? | thank God that | baptized none of you except Crispus and
Gaius, so that no one may say that you were baptized in my name. (I did baptize also the
household of Stephanas. Beyond that, | do not know whether | baptized anyone else.) For
Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with words of eloquent
wisdom lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.

Unity not Uniformity
a. "l do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their
word, that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and | in you, that they also
may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me.” (John 17:20-21)
b. “There are six things that the Lorp hates, seven that are an abomination to him...one
who sows discord among brothers.” (Proverbs 6:16 & 19)

Alignment not Allegiance
a. "What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your
passions are at war within you? You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet
and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask.

You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions.”
(James 4:1-3)

Restoration not Ruin
a. "So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in
the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, complete my joy by being of the same mind,
having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish
ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves.”
(Philippians 2:1-3)

Benediction | 2 Corinthians 13:11
Finally, brothers, rejoice. Aim for restoration, comfort one another, agree with one another, live
in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you.



