
 

When you read through the Old Testament prophets, a few things are made clear:  
• They each experience a unique calling from God 
• They each are chosen to go and preach repentance to God’s people; 

 
There are a number of other things that they do, but those are two stand out experiences that they 
each share; or at least, those are experiences that we are told that they share, but not Habakkuk.  
 
The book of Habakkuk is unique in the sense that we aren’t given access to what his calling looked like 
or what kind of challenges he faced as a prophet of God preaching repentance. Instead, we are given 
behind the scenes access to his personal relationship with God.  
 
Habakkuk, while unique, is incredibly relevant to our time today. We will see the prophet calling out 
and questioning God as he is watching, first hand, massive amounts of injustices and sin among God’s 
people. He begins by crying out “How long?” 
 
Our study in Habakkuk will be a time where we examine our hearts in light of God’s character and our 
relationship with Him in the midst of things not going accordingly to “plan” around us and in our life.  
 
My prayer is that we would draw closer to God in spite of what’s happening around us so that we 
would make much of Him even when we don’t have certainty or the clearest of answers; that we 
would be a people who are considered righteous through the obedience of Christ and live by the gift 
of faith.  
 
I pray that the Holy Spirit would guide us, challenge, compel, and convict us as we move forward; that 
our need for Jesus would grow deeper and our worship of Him would grow louder!  
 
In Christ,  
Pastor Marco 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

RECOMMENDED RESOURCES 
As we move forward, here are a few helpful resources on the book of Habakkuk.  
 
::Exalting Jesus in Jonah, Micah, Nahum, and Habakkuk by Eric Redmond 
This series affirms that the Bible is a Christ-centered book, containing a unified story of redemptive history 
of which Jesus is the hero. It’s not academic but rather presents an easy-reading, practical and friendly 
commentary.  
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
::Women’s Equipping Class | Saturday, April 21 and 28th | McAllen Incubator 
Holly Smith will be leading a two-week class/bible study on the book of Ruth. These studies are very 
interactive and a great way to fellowship with other women. The class is free and will be from 5:00 
p.m. - 9:00 p.m. on both Saturday’s on the second floor of the Incubator. Questions? 
holly@storehousemcallen.com 
 
::The Art of Marriage | Thursday, April 26th - Thursday, May 24th | McAllen Incubator 
This is our 3rd annual marriage class! This year, it will be led by Shaun and Laura Pinney on the first 
floor of the Incubator and will be held on Thursday evenings from 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. Whether 
you’ve been married for awhile, newlywed, or are looking to be married then this is a great class! The 
cost of the course is $35/couple and child care will be available. The last day to register is Monday, 
April 16th! Questions? shaun@storehousemcallen or Register through: storehousemcallen.com/equip 
 
::Night of Prayer | Tuesday, April 24th | McAllen Incubator 
The last Tuesday of every month is Night of Prayer where we gather on the second floor of the 
Incubator at our conference room and pray for the following: For The Church, For The City, and For 
The Nations. It’s a great time to come together before God in prayer. Join us from 7:00 p.m. - 8:00 
p.m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://amzn.to/2EyWtWM
http://www.storehousemcallen.com/equip/


 

DISCIPLESHIP GUIDE 
Week One | Habakkuk 1:1-4 | An Introduction 
 
The oracle that Habakkuk the prophet saw. O Lord, how long shall I cry for help, and you will not hear? Or 
cry to you “Violence!” and you will not save? Why do you make me see iniquity, and why do you idly look at 
wrong? Destruction and violence are before me; strife and contention arise. So the law is paralyzed, and 
justice never goes forth. For the wicked surround the righteous; so justice goes forth perverted. (Habakkuk 
1:1-4) 
 
CHAPTER SUMMARY 
Habakkuk is writing at a time where Israel (God’s people) is on the verge of utter collapse and he is 
coming before God at a time where he is witnessing evil and injustices among God’s people. 
Beginning in chapter one (and throughout the book), we are given a behind the scenes look at 
Habakkuk's relationship with God. In other words, the book of Habakkuk doesn’t have any prophecy 
nor do we see Habakkuk go out and preach repentance, instead he’s coming before God and 
questioning what He’s not doing. He opens his book with “How long?”  
 
Here’s what encouraging in this relationship: Habakkuk is able to come before God and simply be 
open and honest with Him; Habakkuk is able to bring forth his complaints, cries, and laments before 
God amidst chaos. 
 
DISCUSS 
::Is it permissible for us to bring our questions before God, like Habakkuk, even when they sound like 
complaints?  
 
::Habakkuk doesn’t shy away from his questions, confusion, and honesty with God. When we hold 
everything in rather than come forward with our concerns, how does that affect our relationship with 
God? With others? 
 
::How does the coming of Christ provide God’s ultimate answer to our every “How long, O Lord!” 
complaint? 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
DISCIPLESHIP GUIDE 
Week Two | Habakkuk 1:5-11 | God’s Response to Habakkuk 
 
“Look among the nations, and see; wonder and be astounded. For I am doing a work in your days that you 
would not believe if told. For behold, I am raising up the Chaldeans, that bitter and hasty nation, who march 
through the breadth of the earth, to seize dwellings not their own. They are dreaded and fearsome; their 
justice and dignity go forth from themselves. Their horses are swifter than leopards, more fierce than the 
evening wolves; their horsemen press proudly on. Their horsemen come from afar; they fly like an eagle swift 
to devour. They all come for violence, all their faces forward. They gather captives like sand. At kings they 
scoff, and at rulers they laugh. They laugh at every fortress, for they pile up earth and take it. Then they 
sweep by like the wind and go on, guilty men, whose own might is their god!” (Habakkuk 1:5-11) 
 
DISCUSS 
::God’s response is not at all what Habakkuk was expecting. After coming to God with complaints or 
cries and receiving an unexpected response from God, how do you think you’d respond to God? 
 
::How is it fair for God to hold the Babylonians guilty for doing something when verse 6 says He is the 
One raising them up to do it?  
 
::How does the same principle apply to Judas’ betrayal of Jesus?  
 
PRAYER 
Often when we receive an answer that we’re not expecting or one that we simply don’t like regardless 
of truth, we can tend to grow bitter rather than turning our focus on the character of God and the 
truth of His word. As you pray for one another, is there any bitterness that has grabbed ahold of your 
heart that you haven’t surrendered and repented from? How does the work of Jesus free us from this?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

DISCIPLESHIP GUIDE 
Week Three | Habakkuk 1:12-2:1 | Habakkuk’s Response 
 
Are you not from everlasting, O Lord my God, my Holy One? We shall not die. O Lord, you have ordained 
them as judgement, and you, O Rock, have established them for reproof. You who are of purer eyes than to 
see evil and cannot look at wrong, why do you idly look at traitors and remain silent when the wicked 
swallows up the man more righteous than he? You make mankind like the fish of the sea, like crawling 
things that have no ruler. He brings all of them up with a hook; he drags them out with his net; he gathers 
them in his dragnet; so he rejoices and is glad. Therefore he sacrifices to his net and makes offerings to his 
dragnet; for by them he lives in luxury and his food is rich.  
 
Is he then to keep on emptying his net and mercilessly killing nations forever? I will take my stand at my 
watchpost and station myself on the tower, and look out to see what he will say to me, and what I will 
answer concerning my complaint. (Habakkuk 1:12-2:1)  
 
DISCUSS 
::What is the heart of Habakkuk’s complaint in these verses?  
 
::Do you ever struggle with questions similar to Habakkuk’s? (i.e. why do bad things happen to “good” 
people?) 
 
::Habakkuk’s response affirms many truths about God, but then He uses them to try and argue against 
God. Are we ever guilty of doing the same as Habakkuk? For instance, taking the truth that “God is love” 
and then using it to say that God cannot do this or that because it seems “unloving” to us?  
 
::How does Christ solve for us the problem of God’s “...purer eyes than to see evil and cannot look at 
wrong”? (i.e. If God cannot look upon evil, then He cannot look upon me because my heart is full of evil.) 
Read 2 Corinthians 5:21 
 
PRAYER 
How do we align and conform our will to God’s will? Our desire is to see God accomplish His will yet 
this can be difficult for us. How do we transform and renew our thinking? Pray for our hearts to be 
softened, even in the midst of uncertainty, for God’s will to be accomplished and our trust would be 
centered on His word and work.  
 



 

DISCIPLESHIP GUIDE 
Week Four | Habakkuk 2:2-5 | The Turning Point 
 
And the Lord answered me: “Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so he may run who reads it. For still 
the vision awaits its appointed time; it hastens to the end-- it will not lie. If it seems slow, wait for it; it will 
surely com; it will not delay. Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not upright within him, but the righteous shall 
live by his faith. Moreover, wine is a traitor, an arrogant man who is never at rest. His greed is as wide as 
Sheol; like death he has never enough. He gathers for himself all nations and collects as his own all 
peoples.”  
 
CHAPTER SUMMARY 
Chapter Two is a huge turning point in the writing of Habakkuk; filled with a response from God, 
chapter two provides more insight into God’s ultimate plan not only in the discipline and redemption 
of His people, but his dealing with the Babylonians. Additionally, chapter two serves as a turning point 
because (as we saw last week) this is where a heart change in Habakkuk begins as He waits upon the 
Lord. This is also a critical chapter in this book because it addresses the overall theme of the book in 
verse 4.   
 
DISCUSS 
::Why is it important that God told Habakkuk to write down the vision? 
 
::The NT quotes verse 4 in three different places (Romans 1:17; Galatians 3:11; Hebrews 10:38). What 
important spiritual truths are found in this verse?  
 
::What does verse 4 tell us about our relationship with God? How does this help us in our view of 
God?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
DISCIPLESHIP GUIDE 
Week Five | Habakkuk 6-20 | The 5 Woes 
 
Shall not all these take up their taunt against him, with scoffing and riddles for him, and say, “Woe to him 
who heaps up what is not his own--for how long?--and loads himself with pledges! Will not your debtors 
suddenly arise, and those awake who will make you tremble? Then you will be spoil for them. Because you 
have plundered many nations, all the remnant of the peoples shall plunder you, for the blood of man and 
violence to the earth, to the cities and all who dwell in them. Woe to him who gets evil gain for his house, to 
set his nest on high, to be safe from the reach of harm! You have devised shame for your house by cutting 
off many peoples; you have forfeited your life. For the stone will cry out from the wall, and the beam from 
the woodwork respond. Woe to him who builds a town with blood and founds a city on iniquity! Behold, is it 
not from the Lord of hosts that peoples labor merely for fire, and nations weary themselves for nothing? For 
the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. Woe to him 
who makes his neighbors drink--you pour out your wrath and make them drunk, in order to gaze at their 
nakedness! You will have your fill of shame instead of glory. Drink, yourself, and show your uncircumcision! 
The cup in the Lord’s right hand will come around to you, and utter shame will come upon your glory! The 
violence done to Lebanon will overwhelm you, as will the destruction of the beasts that terrified them, for 
the blood of man and violence to the earth to cities and all who dwell in them. What profit is an idol when 
its maker has shaped it, a metal image, a teacher of lies? For its maker trusts in his own creation when he 
makes speechless idols! Woe to him who says to a wooden thing, Awake; to a silent stone, Arise! Can this 
teach? Behold, it is overlaid with gold and silver, and there is no breath at all in it. But the Lord is in his holy 
temple; let all the earth keep silence before him.”  
 
DISCUSS 
::What sin is Babylon being called out for in verse 6?  
 
::Read verses 9-11. What is the sin here? How could we in effect commit the same sin as the 
Babylonians in trusting something besides God to protect us from the “reach of harm”? 
 
::What application can we draw from the contrast between verses 13 and 14?  
 
::Read verses 18-20. We know that all idols are not wood and stone. What are some idols that people 
worship today?  
 
::How does the gospel undercut every idol of our heart?  



 

DISCIPLESHIP GUIDE 
Week Six | Habakkuk 3:1-2 
 
A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet, according to Shigionoth. O Lord, I have heard the report of you, and your 
work, O Lord, do I fear. In the midst of the years revive it; in the midst of the years make it known; in wrath 
remember mercy. 
 
CHAPTER SUMMARY 
As we begin to conclude our time in Habakkuk, chapter three is written prayer and designed as a 
poem or a psalm to be sung in public worship (meaning of Shigionoth). Chapter three is the 
culmination of Habakkuk’s changed heart, character, and approach to the circumstance he finds 
himself in the midst of.  
 
DISCUSS 
::What stands out to you in verse 2? Why? Read Job 42:5-6 
 
::Habakkuk pleads for God to be merciful in the midst of judgment. How does the New Testament 
reveal God’s plan for turning away wrath with mercy?  
 
::What did Jesus accomplish on the Cross?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

DISCIPLESHIP GUIDE 
Week Seven | Habakkuk 3:3-15 
 
God came from Teman, and the Holy One from Mount Paran (Selah). His splendor covered the heavens, 
and the earth was full of his praise. His brightness was like the light; rays flashed from his hand; and there 
he veiled his power. Before him went pestilence, and plague followed at his heels. He stood and measured 
the earth; he looked and shook the nations; then the eternal mountains were scattered; the everlasting hills 
sank low. His were the everlasting ways. I saw the tents of Cushan in affliction; the curtains of the land of 
Midian did tremble. Was your wrath against the rivers, O Lord? Was your anger against the rivers, or you 
indignation against the sea, when you rode on your horses, on your chariot of salvation? You stripped the 
sheath from your bow, calling for many arrows (Selah). You split the earth with rivers. The mountains saw 
you and writhed; the raging waters swept on; the deep gave forth its voice; it lifted its hands on high. The sun 
and moon stood still in their place at the light of your arrows as they sped, at the flash of your glittering 
spear. You marched through the earth in fury; you threshed the nations in anger. You went out for the 
salvation of your people, for the salvation of your anointed. You crushed the head of the house of the 
wicked, laying him bare from thigh to neck (Selah). You pierced with his own arrows the heads of his 
warriors, who came like a whirlwind to scatter me, rejoicing as if to devour the poor in secret. You trampled 
the sea with your horses, the surging of mighty waters. 
 
DISCUSS 
::How is God described in verses 3-4? What could Habakkuk mean when he adds, “and there He 
veiled his power”?  
 
::Does verse 11 give a foreshadow of anything we’re promised in the gospel?  
 
::Why does God “go out” crushing nations and evildoers (v.13)?  
 
PRAYER 
One of the biggest themes that we’ve walked through in Habakkuk is the sovereignty of God; 
particularly in the midst of a difficult season and/or suffering. During prayer, speak truths about the 
characteristics of God to one another as to remind you of who He is and what He has done AND what 
He is doing so as to not forget the Gospel in the midst of difficulty.  
 
 
 
 



 

DISCIPLESHIP GUIDE 
Week Eight | Habakkuk 3:16-19 
 
I hear, and my body trembles; my lips quiver at the sound; rottenness enters into my bones; my legs tremble 
beneath me. Yet I will quietly wait for the day of trouble to come upon people who invade us. Though the fig 
tree should not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines, the produce of the olive fail and the fields yield no food, 
the flock be cut off from the fold and there be no herd in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the Lord; I will take joy 
in the God of my salvation. God, the Lord, is my strength; he makes my feet like the deer’s; he makes me 
tread on my high places. To the choirmaster: with stringed instruments. 
 
DISCUSS 
::What is Habakkuk's response in verse 16?  
 
::Where else in the Bible do we see rejoicing in the midst of suffering?  
 
::How is it possible to rejoice in the midst of pain and loss?  
 
::What is the only thing that can overcome the natural response of our hearts?  
 
::What truths must we believe in order to rejoice in the midst of loss/distress?  
 
::How has the gospel transformed the way you respond to suffering?  
 
PRAYER 
Much like last week, this week’s prayer should be guided toward us drawing closer to God through the 
revelation of His word and Son and not our own understanding. This week is a great demonstration of 
what Charles Sprugeon said: “when your will is God’s will, you will have your will.”  


