
 

There is much discussion surrounding the date that this letter was written and the authorship with 
many believing that Silvanus (1 Peter 5:12) wrote the letter. However, I believe for a number of 
reasons, that the Apostle Peter wrote both of his epistles--not only because of his introductions, but 
he also alludes to his first letter in his second epistle (2 Peter 3:1). 
 
This first letter from Peter is addressed to several churches that are scattered through modern day 
Turkey and are in the initial stages of what would later become massive and violent persecution. At 
this time, many are facing social persecution; rejected by family, friends, and community; and 
tolerance doesn’t really exist for these early Christians.  
 
Peter’s letter is one of strong encouragement and reminder. Unlike the Apostle Paul, where he dives 
deep into many theological concepts, Peter doesn’t. He is incredibly simple in his delivery for a few 
reasons. First, his audience has an understanding of biblical concepts and much of what Peter is doing 
is going back to bible basics. Second, as exiles, Peter’s strongest encouragement and challenge is the 
pursuit of holiness: personal, social, and communal.  
 
I’m really excited about this letter because we get to learn from one of Jesus’ main disciples! My 
prayer is that our pursuit of holiness would be intentional, real, and desirous. I pray that the Holy Spirit 
would guide you  in discussion and prayer and that we would come to see more people know Jesus in 
this time!  
 
Warmly,  
 
Pastor Marco  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

INTRODUCTION 
 
What Is A Community Group?  
Community Groups are small gatherings of people (Christian and Non) that meet weekly for 
friendship, accountability, study and prayer, laughter, and occasionally tears.  
 
Community Groups (CGs) serve as the main vehicle of discipleship and care at Storehouse 
Community Church and we believe that the mission of CGs is to be a family of disciples on mission 
for the glory of God.  
 
Each community group is unique and shaped by the people who attend and the city they meet in. 
And at the heart of each CG is a desire for gather as family and friends, grow in our relationship with 
Jesus, and go into our cities. 
 
Why Should I Join A Community Group? 
The Bible teaches us that God is relational, personal, and invested which, in turn, means that we are 
created for friendship and community. CGs are more than a weekly event, but a time to grow and 
cultivate relationship with God and others.  
 
Where Do Community Groups Meet? 
CGs are strategically planted throughout McAllen and its surrounding cities in an effort to engage our 
city and community. Whether meeting at a home, local coffee shop, or college campus, we desire to 
see every aspect of our cities blessed by God’s people.  
 
How Do I Get Connected?  
There are two ways that you can get connected. You can visit our Connect desk on Sunday and our 
volunteers will help you through the process or you can visit storehousemcallen.com/community to 
learn more and sign up! 
 
 
 
 

http://storehousemcallen.com/community


 

RECOMMENDED RESOURCES  
 
1.) Twelve Ordinary Men by John MacArthur 
Contrary to popular belief, we do not have to be perfect to do God's work. Look no further than the 
twelve disciples whose many weaknesses are forever preserved throughout the pages of the New 
Testament. Jesus chose ordinary men - fisherman, tax collectors, political zealots - and turned their 
weakness into strength, producing greatness from utter uselessness. MacArthur draws principles from 
Christ's careful, hands-on training of the original twelve disciples for today's modern disciple - you. 
 
2.) ESV Expository Commentary (Volume 12) | Hebrews-Revelation 
This commentary series features the full text of the ESV Bible passage by passage, with crisp and 
theologically rich exposition and application. 
 
3.) Family Worship by Donald Whitney 
Gathering together for worship is an indispensable part of your family’s spiritual life. It is a means for 
God to reveal himself to you and your loved ones in a powerful way.This practical guide will prove 
invaluable to families―with or without children in the home―as they practice God-glorifying, 
Christ-exalting worship through Bible reading, prayer, and singing. Includes a discussion guide in the 
back for small groups. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://amzn.to/2VI5Ub6
https://amzn.to/2D36CIP
https://amzn.to/2SP0bP0


 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 
1.) Recovery Groups | Saturday, April 6th | 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  
In April, we launch Recovery Groups! These groups serve to help individuals find redemption in Christ 
through recovery from habitual sin and addiction. These are NOT counseling or therapy sessions, but 
a time rooted in God’s word through confidential community. Learn more: 
storehousemcallen.com/recovery 
 
2.) Holy Week | Sunday, April 14th - Sunday, April 21st  
Palm Sunday kicks off Holy Week! We will be taking a short break from 1 Peter to observe and 
celebrate Palm Sunday, Good Friday (Old Church Winery), and Resurrection Sunday! Invites are being 
designed and printed for you to hand out and invite family and friends!  
 
3.) Good Friday Service | Friday, April 19th | 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.  
Our Good Friday service will be held at the Old Church Winery and we’re looking to collaborate with 
other musicians from our beloved Incubator. Invite your friends and family!  
 
4.) Sacred Romance | Monday, May 6th- Monday, May 27th | 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.  
In May, we’re having a 4-week class on marriage, singleness, and romance. We’re going to be looking 
at what God says through His word as well as looking at practical application and a Q&A panel at the 
end of our time. This class will be held at the Old Church Winery on Monday nights (child care 
provided) and more details in the month of April.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://storehousemcallen.com/recovery


 

DISCIPLESHIP GUIDE 
Week One | 1 Peter 1:1-2 | Pursued Before Time Began 
 
1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who are elect exiles of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, 
Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in the sanctification of 
the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his blood: May grace and peace be multiplied 
to you. 
 
DISCUSSION 
::Look up the following verses that further define our identity as “elect exiles”: Ephesians 2:11-22; 
Philippians 3:17-21; Hebrews 11:13-16. Based on those Scriptures (along with v.1), what does “elect 
exiles” mean? 
 
::Look up Romans 3:9-12. Many dispute the fairness of salvation. But we learn that salvation isn’t fair, 
but a gift of God’s grace. What is encouraging to you about this gift?  
 
::Peter opens up with a rich presentation of the Holy Trinity. What role does each member of the 
Trinity play in this verse (v.2)? How does their work convey grace and peace? How does it give hope?  
 
::The word “foreknowledge” means that God didn’t predict or simply have a “good idea” concerning 
your salvation, but that He set his eyes, love, and affections on you before time even began. How 
should that convict or compel you in your worship toward Him?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

DISCIPLESHIP GUIDE 
Week Two | 1 Peter 1:3-9 | Good News Not Good Advice  
 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to 
be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance 
that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who by God's power are being 
guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you rejoice, though now 
for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 so that the tested genuineness of 
your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise 
and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 8 Though you have not seen him, you love him. 
Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with 
glory, 9 obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 
 
DISCUSSION 
:::Why do we need a new birth? Read verses 3 and 23. How do we obtain this new birth? 
 
:::Look up the words “imperishable,” “undefiled,” and “unfading.” What does this teach us about our 
inheritance that is kept in heaven for us?  
 
:::Knowing that this eternal glory awaits us, why are we so prone to forget and lose sight of it?  
 
:::According to verses 6-9, how should Christ’s future work impact us in our present suffering?  
 
:::Peter expresses that trials can result in “joy that is inexpressible.” How is that possible? How does 
the metaphor Peter uses help to understand how to rejoice in hard times?  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

DISCIPLESHIP GUIDE 
Week Three | 1 Peter 1:10-12 
 
10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that was to be yours searched 
and inquired carefully, 11 inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ in them was indicating when he 
predicted the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glories. 12 It was revealed to them that they were 
serving not themselves but you, in the things that have now been announced to you through those who 
preached the good news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things into which angels long to look. 
 
DISCUSSION 
::: How does it make you feel to think about the people, the years, and the effort it took to get the 
gospel preached to you? 
 
:::Peter underscores the importance of the Holy Spirit in empowering the prophets to foretell Christ 
and now empowering believers to share the gospel. Because we’re empowered by the Holy Spirit, 
how should we interact with those in our church? Those who don’t know Jesus?  
 
:::What is scary about sharing the gospel with others? How does God encourage us through Scripture? 
How can we encourage one another?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

DISCIPLESHIP GUIDE 
Week Four | 1 Peter 1:13-16 
 
13 Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope fully on the grace that 
will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.14 As obedient children, do not be conformed to the 
passions of your former ignorance, 15 but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your 
conduct,16 since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.”  
 
DISCUSSION 
:::We are to “prepare our minds for action” and “set our hope fully on the grace that will be brought at 
the revelation of Jesus Christ.” How do we balance thinking of the future and living in our present 
circumstances and life?  
 
:::How does the truth of God as our Father help us to become obedient children?  
 
:::Verse 15 calls us to be holy. Look up the following verses: Leviticus 11:44-45; Leviticus 19:2; Leviticus 
20:7; Leviticus 20:26. What are the implications for how and why we pursue holiness? 
 
:::If holiness is a command. What does it mean for us not to pursue it?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

DISCIPLESHIP GUIDE 
Week Five | 1 Peter 1:17-21 
 
And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one's deeds, conduct yourselves 
with fear throughout the time of your exile, 18 knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways 
inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, 19 but with the precious 
blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. 20 He was foreknown before the foundation of 
the world but was made manifest in the last times for the sake of you 21 who through him are believers in 
God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 
 
DISCUSSION 
:::Peter writes of the Father as judge. What does it mean for God to be both father and judge?  
 
:::When Peter writes to “conduct yourselves with fear…,” he is telling his readers to not lose sight of 
their awe of God; we can’t sit back and presume anything. Our works demonstrate our faith. How can 
we stay in awe of God?  
 
:::What happens when we start to focus on our earthly home and not our heavenly citizenship? 
 
:::How do verses 18-22 show us that holiness involves not just getting far from sin, but also must 
include getting close to God? How might this insight change your approach to holiness? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

DISCIPLESHIP GUIDE 
Week Six | 1 Peter 1:22-25 
 
22 Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love, love one another 
earnestly from a pure heart, 23 since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, 
through the living and abiding word of God; 24 for“All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of 
grass. The grass withers, and the flower falls 25 but the word of the Lord remains forever.” And this word is 
the good news that was preached to you. 
 
DISCUSSION 
:::Peter provides a logical progression of a Christian’s journey: salvation, initiated by God, leads to 
obedience. Why must faith and works exist together? What would it look like to just have faith? Or to 
just have works? 
 
:::An aspect of obedience is brotherly love. Read the following verses: John 15:12-18; Romans 12:9-10; 
Hebrews 10:24-25; 1 John 4:7-13. What do you learn about why we should love one another and how 
we should love one another? 
 
:::What does it mean to love one another with a pure heart? What does it look like to love out of an 
impure heart? 
 
:::Do you love your Christian family “earnestly from a pure heart”? How can you grow in your love for 
your brothers and sisters in Christ? 
 
::According to this passage, what does the new birth inevitably produce? How can you take steps to 
love sincerely (v. 22)?  
 
 
 
 
 



 

1 PETER 1 RESPONSES AND MEMORY VERSES 
 
PRAY 
→ Thank the Lord for the salvation and inheritance that awaits you. Thank Him that He has not 
forsaken us, but that He sent his Son to die in our place for our sin; for sending us the Holy Spirit who 
dwells in us and works through us. Ask the Lord to help keep your eyes on Jesus. Thank the Lord that 
He has given you a new heart; that He would strengthen your love for him.  
 
→ Rejoice that God is sovereign--He is complete control; that He is not distant or reactive, but 
personal and involved. Ask God to help you pursue holiness and to value Him above all earthly things. 
 
→ Thank God that He is our sure foundation. Not only is our inheritance imperishable, but He is 
imperishable. Rejoice in knowing that despite the hardships you face, God sustains you and that He 
would began a work in you is faithful to complete it. Ask the Lord to increase your love for Him and 
your brothers and sisters; to help provide opportunities to demonstrate your love for your brothers 
and sisters; and for these opportunities to reflect the character of God to those who don’t know Him. 
 
MEMORIZE 
→ “In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, so 
that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by 
fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” (1 Peter 1:6-7);  
 
→ “Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope fully on the grace 
that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” (1 Peter 1:13) 
 
→ “Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love, love one another 
earnestly from a pure heart, since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, 
through the living and abiding word of God;” (1 Peter 1:22-23) 
 
 
 



 

DISCIPLESHIP GUIDE 
Week Seven | 1 Peter 2:1-3  
 
So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander.2 Like newborn infants, long 
for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation— 3 if indeed you have tasted that the 
Lord is good. 
 
DISCUSSION 
:::Peter starts by listing sins that Christians must “put away.” Look up the meaning of malice, deceit, 
hypocrisy, envy, and slander. When we compare to 1 Peter 1:22, we learn that these sins kills 
community. How do you see these sins tolerated in the church? Why do we tolerate them?  
 
:::How can we continually cast these sins aside? What should our motivation be? Re-read 1:23-25.  
 
:::When Peter writes, “like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk…,” what does this tell us 
about our desire for God? How do we return to our first love so we want to know God the way a 
newborn wants their mother’s milk? Read Revelation 2:2-5. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

DISCIPLESHIP GUIDE 
Week Eight | 1 Peter 2:4-8 
 
4 As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, 5 you 

yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual 

sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in Scripture: “Behold, I am laying in Zion a 

stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 7 So the 

honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has 

become the cornerstone,” 8 and “A stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense.” They stumble because they 

disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 

DISCUSSION 

:::Peter writes, “as you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and 

precious…,” he casts aside formalistic religion by focusing our hope on a person. Are you ever tempted 

to do the opposite, sliding into formalistic religion instead of pursuing a Christ-centered faith? Are you 

seeking Jesus or something else right now? What would it look like to move further toward Him? 

 

:::Peter uses Old Testament texts to describe the cornerstone of a great building. What is unique 

about this cornerstone? How should its unique qualities impact the way you relate to God and to your 

own church community/family?  

 

:::Who is “they” in verse 8? Read Romans 9:30-33. What does “as they were destined to do” mean in 

verse 8? Read Romans 9:14-24 

 
 
 



 

DISCIPLESHIP GUIDE 
Week Nine | 1 Peter 2:9-12 
 
9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you 

may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you 

were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 

received mercy. 11 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, 

which wage war against your soul. 12 Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they 

speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation. 

 

DISCUSSION 

:::How do we build relationships in a way that allows us to live missionally?  

 

:::Peter calls us “sojourners.” What does that mean? And how does it add to your previous 

understanding of our identity as exiles? Read Luke 12:32-34; Philippians 3:20-21;  

 

:::What are the “passions of the flesh” and how do we abstain from these? What is the earthly cost of 

abstaining? What is the heavenly reward of abstaining?  

 

:::How do you view the call to holiness--as burdensome or for your good? Why might the call to 

holiness seem burdensome? Why is the call to holiness good?  

 
 
 
 
 



 

DISCIPLESHIP GUIDE 
Week Ten | 1 Peter 2:13-17 
 
13 Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether it be to the emperor as supreme, 14 or 
to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise those who do good. 15 For this is the 
will of God, that by doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish people. 16 Live as people 
who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God. 17 Honor everyone. 
Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor. 
 
DISCUSSION 
:::Read Matthew 10:17-31. What does Jesus teach us about submitting to governmental authorities in 
this passage? We are never to recant the gospel or deny our identity as believers. How do we knew 
when to flee and when to stand?  
 
:::Verse 16 reminds us that as believers we are free, but we are to not use our freedom for sin. Read 1 
Corinthians 10:23-33. How does Paul command us to live in freedom? What does that look like? 
 
:::How does Peter’s command to submit to “every human institution” encourage these suffering 
believers? How does it encourage us?  
 
:::How is submitting to our government challenging for you? When you do submit, is it motivated by 
Jesus?  
 
:::How would your attitude toward governing authorities change if you took Peter’s counsel to heart: 
“Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor.”?  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

DISCIPLESHIP GUIDE 
Week Eleven | 1 Peter 2:18-25 
 
18 Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only to the good and gentle but also to the 
unjust. 19 For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while suffering unjustly. 20 
For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do good and suffer 
for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. 21 For to this you have been called, because 
Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps. 22 He committed 
no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. 23 When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he 
suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. 24 He himself bore 
our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have 
been healed. 25 For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of 
your souls. 
 
DISCUSSION 
:::How does Peter demonstrate his own obedience to the earlier commands of submitting to civic 
authorities through his addressing of slaves?  
 
:::What relationship parallels slaves and masters where we might find application to our own lives?  
 
:::Read Luke 6:32-35. How does this relate to what Peter is teaching in verses 19-20?  
 
:::When we suffer unjustly, it can be tempting to lash out. What alternative examples does Jesus 
provide (vv.21-23)?  
 
:::Peter references Isaiah 53. Read it now with your group, meditating on how this chapter is reflected 
in these verses. Take some time to truly consider Jesus’ sacrifice and suffering together. How is Jesus 
our ultimate example and therefore motivation for suffering well?  
 
 
 
 



 

1 PETER 2 | RESPONSES AND MEMORY VERSES 
 
PRAY 
→ Begin by thanking God for all of the ways He has provided for His church. Thank Him for the gift of 
community, this group of living stones He has provided for us. Ask God to strengthen His church, that 
we might glorify Him even more and that our love for Him and pursuit of holiness will bring the 
nations to Him. 
 
→ Thank God that He is our ultimate authority and that His rule is defined by His character. Pray that 
your obedience would demonstrate and reflect the person and work of Christ and that those who do 
not know Jesus would come to know Him. Pray that you will bring God glory through your obedience 
to Him.  
 
SCRIPTURE MEMORIZATION FOR 1 PETER 2 
→ “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you 
may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.” (1 Peter 2:9) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

DISCIPLESHIP GUIDE 
Week Eleven | 1 Peter 3:1-7 
 
3 Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some do not obey the word, they may be 

won without a word by the conduct of their wives,2 when they see your respectful and pure conduct. 3 Do 

not let your adorning be external—the braiding of hair and the putting on of gold jewelry, or the clothing you 

wear— 4 but let your adorning be the hidden person of the heart with the imperishable beauty of a gentle 

and quiet spirit, which in God's sight is very precious. 5 For this is how the holy women who hoped in God 

used to adorn themselves, by submitting to their own husbands, 6 as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him 

lord. And you are her children, if you do good and do not fear anything that is frightening. 7 Likewise, 

husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way, showing honor to the woman as the weaker vessel, 

since they are heirs with you of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered. 

DISCUSSION 

:::Submission in marriage is a difficult and often misunderstood topic. What does it bring to mind for 

you? Read Ephesians 5:15-23. How does this description balance or change your impression of 

submission?  

:::Peter writes of “respectful and pure conduct.” What does this practically look like for wives? How 

could this conduct apply to single women? 

:::What should a person do if their spouse is less spiritually mature or totally uninterested in God?  

:::What word does Peter use to describe the beauty that women should desire? Look back at what 

we’ve already studied in 1 Peter--how else has Peter used this word? What’s the connection?  

::For husbands, what does it practically look like to “show honor” to wives? How would this apply to 

single men?  

:::How would husbands’ prayers be hindered if they did not live with their wives in an understanding 

way?  



 

DISCIPLESHIP GUIDE 
Week Twelve | 1 Peter 3:8-22 
 
8 Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a humble mind. 9 Do 

not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for to this you were called, that you 

may obtain a blessing. 10 For “Whoever desires to love life and see good days, let him keep his tongue from 

evil and his lips from speaking deceit; 11 let him turn away from evil and do good; let him seek peace and 

pursue it. 12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are open to their prayer. But the face 

of the Lord is against those who do evil.” 13 Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is 

good? 14 But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor 

be troubled, 15 but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to 

anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, 16 

having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ 

may be put to shame. 17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God's will, than for doing 

evil. 18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, 

being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, 19 in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits 

in prison, 20 because they formerly did not obey, when God's patience waited in the days of Noah, while the 

ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water. 21 

Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal 

to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is 

at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to him. 

→ Discussion continued to the next page  

 
 
 
 



 

DISCUSSION 
:::Compare the list of qualities in verse 8 to 2:1. What’s the result of qualities in 2:1 compared to 3:8? 
What end result is Peter driving us towards as believers?  
 
:::In verse 9, Peter tells us to not revile others, but to bless. Look back at 2:22-23. Who is Peter 
referencing? Why? What does this tell us about who we are and what we do?  
 
:::Peter writes to “honor Christ the Lord as holy” in “our hearts.” How is this connected to the overall 
pursuit of holiness that we have been learning about in 1 Peter? Visit 1:13-16.  
 
:::Peter writes to be “prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope 
that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect…” Worship includes telling others about 
Christ--with gentleness and respect, in our actions and words. How is the paraphrase “preach the 
gospel. If necessary use words,” flawed? Think and reflect on Romans 10:14.  
 
::We can stand firm in Christ during our suffering because Jesus is our reward--now and forever. Look 
at verses 17 and 18. When we suffer unjustly, who (not what) do we look to and remember to bring 
our perspective into right thinking? Why? How do we do this practically?  
 
:::Look at verse 8 one more time. Do you exemplify these behaviors? What can you practically 
change to better live these out?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

1 PETER 3 | RESPONSES AND MEMORY VERSES 
 
PRAY 
→ Thank God that He is good. Whether you’re a husband, wife, or single, pray that God will 
strengthen you to bring glory to His name; pray for marriages, that they, too, would be strengthen by 
the Holy Spirit to bring glory to His name.   
 
→ Ask the Lord to comfort you in your sufferings. That when you suffer, you would remain steadfast 
in the person and work of Jesus; and that you will love your brothers and sisters in Christ well; and like 
Jesus, that you would respond with blessing and revile to those who slander you.  
 
 
SCRIPTURE MEMORIZATION FOR FIRST PETER 
→ “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you 
may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.” (1 Peter 2:9) 
 
→ “Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope fully on the grace 
that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. As obedient children, do not be conformed to the 
passions of your former ignorance, but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 
since it is written, ‘You shall be holy, for I am holy.’” (1 Peter 1:13-16)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

DISCIPLESHIP GUIDE 
Week Thirteen | 1 Peter 4:1-11 
 
 Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh,  arm yourselves with the same way of thinking, for whoever has 

suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, 2 so as to live for the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for human 

passions but for the will of God. 3 For the time that is past suffices for doing what the Gentiles want to do, living 

in sensuality, passions, drunkenness, orgies, drinking parties, and lawless idolatry. 4 With respect to this they are 

surprised when you do not join them in the same flood of debauchery, and they malign you; 5 but they will give 

account to him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. 6 For this is why the gospel was preached even to 

those who are dead, that though judged in the flesh the way people are, they might live in the spirit the way God 

does. 7 The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded for the sake of your 

prayers. 8 Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins. 9 Show hospitality 

to one another without grumbling.10 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of 

God's varied grace: 11 whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by 

the strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him 

belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

DISCUSSION 
:::Peter writes says to “arm yourselves.” Read Ephesians 6:10-18. How can you actively wage war 
against your sins? 
 
::We must refrain from worldliness (vv. 3-6). What did worldliness look like in Peter’s time period? 
What does it look like today? How is it similar or different? How do we distinguish matters of culture 
and matters that compromise the gospel? 
 
:::We must use our gifts (vv. 10-11a). How do you know what your spiritual gift is? [the church will let 
you know what your gift is] What is your spiritual gift? How are you using it? 
 
:::How can you stand firm and arm yourself with the same sort of thinking as Jesus? How are you 
tempted to sin? What false gospel are you believing at that moment?  



 

DISCIPLESHIP GUIDE 
Week Fourteen | 1 Peter 4:12-19 
 
12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though something 

strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you may also 

rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, 

because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. 15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief 

or an evildoer or as a meddler. 16 Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him 

glorify God in that name. 17 For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with 

us, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18 And “If the righteous is 

scarcely saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” 19 Therefore let those who suffer 

according to God's will entrust their souls to a faithful Creator while doing good. 

DISCUSSION 

:::Peter tells us how we are and are not supposed to respond to suffering. Why should our (not 

general) sufferings not surprise us? Read Acts 5.38-42. How do the disciples demonstrate Peter’s 

command? What does it mean to “share Christ’s sufferings”? 

 

:::What is the problem with pretending that there is no suffering? Why is it important to rejoice now in 

suffering? Chapter one taught us that we suffer for the faith and from living in a broken/fallen world. 

Read James 1:2-4. How are we to carry on as we suffer? 

 

:::Read Romans 6:23. Paul teaches us that we all deserve death, yet Jesus bore death in order extend 

eternal life to us. How should God’s promise of salvation motivate you amid suffering? How does 1 

Peter 4:19 off you hope for justice in sorrow?  

 



 

DISCIPLESHIP GUIDE 
Week Fifteen | 1 Peter 5:1-7 
 
So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a 

partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed:2 shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising 

oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you;  not for shameful gain, but eagerly; 3 

not domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to the flock. 4 And when the chief Shepherd 

appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. 5 Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the 

elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for “God opposes the proud but gives 

grace to the humble.” 6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper 

time he may exalt you, 7 casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. 

DISCUSSION 

:::In verses 1-2, Peter instructs leaders to care for the people. What happens when pastors wrongly 

assume a church is theirs rather than God’s? What can happen when programs or “celebrity” culture is 

bigger than loving and caring for people? Why would Peter address the motivation of elders? How 

does this connect to everything we’ve read in 1 Peter so far? 

 

:::Leaders must have the right motive. Why is so important to remember that Jesus is the chief 

shepherd? What is the crown in verse 4? Read 1 Corinthians 9:25.  

:::Why is humility such an important ingredient in order for a church to thrive? How are we able to be 

recipients of grace? 

 

:::What is the relationship between anxiety and humility in verses 6-7? Why do you think proud 

people tend to be more anxious than humble people?  



 

DISCIPLESHIP GUIDE 
Week Sixteen | 1 Peter 5:8-14 
 
8 Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking 

someone to devour. 9 Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being 

experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. 10 And after you have suffered a little while, the 

God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, 

and establish you. 11 To him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 12 By Silvanus, a faithful brother as I 

regard him, I have written briefly to you, exhorting and declaring that this is the true grace of God. Stand 

firm in it. 13 She who is at Babylon, who is likewise chosen, sends you greetings, and so does Mark, my son. 

14 Greet one another with the kiss of love. Peace to all of you who are in Christ. 

 

DISCUSSION 

:::What does the image of a roaring lion cause you to feel towards Satan? What are some of the things 

that Scripture teaches us about Satan and what he does (how he tempts, deceives, and appeals to 

us)? How do you we remind ourselves about the truths of the gospel when Satan accuses us?  

 

:::What does resisting the devil mean--both biblically and practically?  

 

:::How is community (the brotherhood) important for us when we are being enticed, tempted, and 

deceived by Satan? What does this look like for us practically? What can your CG do differently?  

 

:::Peter refers to his letter as “the true grace of God.” How would you treat the Bible if you really 

viewed Scripture in this way? Re-read verse 12. How are we to respond to the true grace of God?  

 



 

1 PETER 4 & 5 | RESPONSES AND MEMORY VERSES 
 
PRAY 
→ Thank God that seasons of suffering and difficult are used for your sanctification. And while 
difficult, these trials can be used to know Him better. Ask the Lord to help lean into Him when the 
temptation is loud and strong. Ask the Lord to help you pursue holiness as you entrust yourself to 
Him.  
 
→ Thank God that He is sovereign, even over Satan. Ask the Lord to strengthen your faith and the 
faith of those that are in seasons of suffering around you. Pursue humility by casting your anxieties to 
Him. Rejoice that the Lord has and will restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you.   
 
 
SCRIPTURE MEMORIZATION FOR FIRST PETER 
→ “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you 
may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.” (1 Peter 2:9) 
 
→ “...clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for ‘God opposes the proud but gives 
grace to the humble.’” (1 Peter 5:5)  
 
 


