
Patience in Suffering | James 5:7-12
7 Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the
precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. 8
You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 9 Do not
grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is
standing at the door. 10 As an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets
who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11 Behold, we consider those blessed who remained
steadfast. You have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the
Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful. 12 But above all, my brothers, do not swear,
either by heaven or by earth or by any other oath, but let your “yes” be yes and your “no” be
no, so that you may not fall under condemnation.

“True Christianity will cost a man the favor of the world. He must be content to be thought ill of
by man if he pleases God. He must count it no strange thing to be mocked, ridiculed,
slandered, persecuted and even hated.” - J. C. Ryle

Main Idea
In suffering, we must look to the Lord for patience.

1. Looking to the Lord for His Arrival (v. 7)
a. 4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more,

neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former
things have passed away. - Revelations 21:4

b. 18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing
with the glory that is to be revealed to us. - Romans 8:18

2. Looking to the Lord for His Establishing (vv. 8-9, 12)
a. 1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your

bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual
worship. - Romans 12:1

b. 1 Blessed be the Lord, my rock, who trains my hands for war, and my fingers for
battle; 2 he is my steadfast love and my fortress, my stronghold and my
deliverer, my shield and he in whom I take refuge, who subdues peoples under
me. - Psalm 144:1-2

3. Looking to the Lord for His purpose (v. 11)
a. 2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 3 for you

know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. 4 And let
steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking
in nothing. - James 1:2-4



b. 9 The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is
patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach
repentance. - 2 Peter 3:9


