
Call To Worship | Psalm 40:1-8 
I waited patiently for the Lord; he inclined me and heard my cry. He drew me up from the pit of 
destruction, out of the miry bog, and set my feet upon a rock, making my steps secure. He put a 
new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God. Many will see and fear, and put their trust 
in the Lord. 
Blessed is the man who makes the Lord his trust, who does not turn to the proud, to those who 
go astray after a lie! You have multiplied, O Lord, my God, your wondrous deeds and your 
thoughts toward us; none can compare with you! I will proclaim and tell of them, yet they are 
more than can be told. 
In sacrifice and offering you have not delighted, but you have given me an open ear. Burnt 
offering and sin offering you have not required. Then I said, “Behold, I have come; in the scroll of 
the book it is written of me: I delight to do your will, O my God; you law is within my heart.”  
 
Scripture Reading | Isaiah 9:6-7 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace. Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of 
Davie and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness 
from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.  
 
Luke 1:26-38 | Born of the virgin Mary 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to 
a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s 
name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 
But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might 
be. And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And 
behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He 
will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give him the 
throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 
there will be no end.” And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”  
 
And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy--the Son of God. 
And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth 
month with her who was called barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” And Mary 
said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the 
angel departed from her. 
 
 
 
 
 



The Birth of Jesus and The Holy Spirit 
→ The birth of Jesus was a miraculous work of the Holy Spirit demonstrating that He is 
involved in making a new humanity 

- “Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of 
righteousness leads to justification and life for all men. For as by one man’s disobedience the 
many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous.” 
(Romans 5:18-19) 
 
The person of Mary 
→ God found favor in Mary AND Mary was still a sinner in need of a savior, blessed, and 
obedient to the will of God.  

- And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior…” 
(Luke 1:46-47)  
 
The Scandal of the Gospel  
→ The scandal of the gospel is the grace of God in Christ as both redeemer and reconciler.  
 
1. If we see Jesus as only human, then He is unsuitable to save because he’s part of the 
problem;  
 
2. If we see Jesus only as God, then He is unsuitable to connect because he cannot relate to us;  
 
3. Jesus had to be fully human in order to identify with us, suffer like us, and sympathize with 
us;  

- “For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of Abraham. 
Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a 
merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the 
people. For because He himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are 
being tempted.” (Hebrews 2:16-18)  
 
4. Jesus had to be fully God because only He could satisfy the wrath of God and secure 
salvation for sinners;  

- “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become 
the righteousness of God.” (2 Corinthians 5:21)  
 
Benediction | 1 Timothy 1:15-17 
The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. But I received mercy for this reason, that in 
me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an example to those who 
were to believe in him for eternal life. To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, 
be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 


