
Call To Worship 
“Not to us, O Lord, not to us, but to your name give glory, for the sake of your steadfast love 
and your faithfulness!” (Psalm 1115:1)  
 
Jesus Builds His Church | 1 Peter 2:4-8 
As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, 
you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, 
to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in Scripture:  
 

“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious,   
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”  

 
So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the 
builders rejected has become the cornerstone,” and “a stone of stumbling, and a rock of 
offense.” They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 
 
The Cornerstone: The Church Is Built Upon Him  
→ The identity of the Christian rests upon the foundational truth that Jesus is Lord. What do 
you rest your identity upon?  
→ The cornerstone is not only responsible for bringing two walls together, but for laying the 
foundation for the rest of the house.  
 
The Livingstone: The Church Is Connected Through Him 
→ If we are “living stones” then we have been born again; that is, made alive by God in Christ 
and through the Holy Spirit;  
→ As a result, not only have we been reconciled to the Father, but to one another; we are 
connected to one another through Jesus and this presents two implications:  

1.) How you’re doing matters;  
2.) How others are doing matters 

→ Why?  
1.) Holy priesthood;  
2.) Spiritual sacrifices 

- “Through him then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that 
is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his name. Do not neglect to do good and to share what you 
have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.” (Hebrews 13:15-16)  

- “I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not 
be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing 
you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.” (Romans 
12:1-2) 
 
 



A Stone of Offense: The Church Will Be Rejected Like Him 
→ Because Jesus was rejected, this means we will be too;  
→ AND everyone will have to do business with Jesus because He does not get out of your way;  

- “And he will become a sanctuary and a stone of offense and a rock of stumbling to 
both houses of Israel, a trap and a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. And many shall 
stumble on it. They shall fall and be broken; they shall be snared and taken.” (Isaiah 8:14-15) 
 
Benediction  
“Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the 
form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by 
taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, 
he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 
Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every 
name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 
(Philippians 2:5-11)  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 


