
Call To Worship 

“Sing praises to the Lord, O you his saints, and give thanks to his holy name. For his anger is but for a 

moment, and his favor is for a lifetime. Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the morning...you 

have turned for me my mourning into dancing; you have loosed my sackcloth and clothed me with gladness, 

that my glory may sing your praise and not be silent. O Lord my God, I will give thanks to you forever!” (Psalm 

30:4-5, 11-12)  

 

1 Peter 1:3-9 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be 

born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is 

imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God’s power are being guarded through 

faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if 

necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith--more 

precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire--may be found to result in praise and glory and 

honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now 

see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, obtaining the 

outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.  

 

The Fruit of God’s Mercy (vv. 3-5) 

1.) The gift of regeneration; 

→ The fruit of God’s mercy in the life of a believer is regeneration;   

- Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the 

kingdom of God.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second 

time into his mother's womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of 

water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that 

which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ (John 3:3-7) 

- “I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and 

from all your idols I will cleanse you. And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I 

will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit within you, 

and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules.” (Ezekiel 36:25-27) 

 

2.) A living hope;  

→ The marker of full assurance and not wishful thinking is the gift of the Holy Spirit;  

- “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give 

you another Helper, to be with you forever, even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it 

neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you.” (John 14:15-16);  

- “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by 

testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.” (Romans 12:2)  

 

 

 

 



3.) An inheritance 

- “But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under 

the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. And because 

you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a 

slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.” (Galatians 4:4-6);  

- His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a 

little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ (Matthew 25:23);  

→ Imperishable;  

→ Undefiled;  

→ Unfading;  

→ Guarded by God through faith 

 

Trials (vv. 6-7)  

1.) The Reality of Trials 

→ They are a result of a fallen world AND; 

→ They are used to refine our faith;  

→ Trials and suffering are under the sovereignty of God; God allows them to happen and that means they’re 

not pointless or meaningless. Trials are meant to make you holy.  

- “Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as 

though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you 

may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed.” (1 Peter 4:12-13) 

 

2.) The Practicality of Trials 

→ Rejoice 

 

Final Encouragement (vv. 8-9) 

1.) Love for Jesus;  

2.) Belief in Jesus;  

3.) Enjoyment of Jesus  

 

Benediction  

“And they shall be my people, and I will be their God. I will give them one heart and one way, that they may 

fear me forever, for their own good and the good of their children after them. I will make with them an 

everlasting covenant, that I will not turn away from doing good to them. And I will put the fear of me in their 

hearts, that they may not turn from me. I will rejoice in doing them good, and I will plant them in this land in 

faithfulness, with all my heart and all my soul.” (Jeremiah 32:38-41) 


