
Call To Worship 
“Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them and give thanks to the Lord. This is the 
gate of the Lord; the righteous shall enter through it. I thank you that you have answered me and have become 
my salvation. The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. This is the Lord’s doing; it is 
marvelous in our eyes. This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” (Psalm 
118:19-24) 
 
1 Timothy 1:15 
The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners, of whom I am the foremost. 
 
Why Did Jesus Come?  
1.) “The saying is trustworthy…”  

→ This means that whatever the apostle has to say is of great importance; it demands your attention; 
and it bears the weight of significance;  
 
2.) “...and deserving of full acceptance…”  

→ Because of its importance, you must fully accept and commit yourself by immersing yourself in 
what is about to be said;  
 
→ The following statement is not only credal as it originated in the early church, a condensed version of the 
gospel of Jesus, but may also be the Apostle Paul combining two other verses that come directly from Christ 
to describe His mission: 

- But when he heard it, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are 
sick. Go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’ For I came not to call the righteous, but 
sinners.” (Matthew 9:12-13)  

- “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” (Luke 19:10)  
 
3.) “...that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners…”  

• “Christ” is Jesus’ kingly title;  
- “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to bring good 

news to the poor; he has sent me to bring up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the 
opening of the prison to those who are bound…”(Isaiah 61:1)  

• ”Jesus” translates to “Jehovah-Saves” 
- “She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their 

sins.” (Matthew 1:21)  
• “Came into the world…”  teaches us of God’s pre-existence; setting aside His deity in heaven; and 

dwelling among us; it further teaches us of the depth of Christ’s mission and why He HAD to come down to 
our world;  

• “...to save” means to be delivered and rescued from great danger: the power and punishment of sin;  
• ”...sinners…” are those who are law breakers, ungodly, broken, those whose hearts are hardened, the 

poor in spirit, empty, the marginalized;  
 



4.) “...of whom I am the foremost.”  
- “For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the 

church of God.” (1 Corinthians 15:9);  
- “To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles 

the unsearchable riches of Christ…” (Ephesians 3:8)  
• Paul calls himself the “chief of sinners” because Paul’s own sin and God’s lavish grace come 

together and Paul is humbled;  
- He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and 

treated others with contempt: “two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax 
collector. The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, 
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’ 
But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, 
‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!” (Luke 18:9-13)  

• Paul is saying, that if God can save him, He can save anyone. And it begins by recognizing that we 
are sinners and it is only by faith alone through Christ alone that we can come before God and cry out to Him;  

- “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” (Romans 8:1) 
→ The present of Christmas is the presence of Christ among His people.  
 
Benediction 
“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name 
shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Might God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his 
government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and 
to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of 
hosts will do this.” (Isaiah 9:6-7)  


