
John 21:1-17 

After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias, and he revealed himself in this 

way. Simon Peter, Thomas (called the twin), Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others 

of his disciples were together. Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go 

with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.  

 

Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus 

said to them, “Children, do you have any fish?” They answered him, “No.” He said to them, “Cast the net on the 

right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in, because 

of the quantity of fish. That disciple whom Jesus loved therefore said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon 

Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment, for he was stripped for work, and threw himself 

into the sea. The other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the 

land, but about a hundred yards off.  

 
When they got out on land, they saw charcoal fire in place, with fish laid out on it, and bread. Jesus said to 

them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net 

ashore, full of large fish, 153 of them. And although there were so many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to 

them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was 

the Lord. Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and so with the fish. This was now the third 

time that Jesus was revealed to the disciples after he was raised from the dead.  

When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me more than 

these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” He said to him 

a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes Lord; you know that I love you.” He 

said to him, “Tend my sheep.” He said to him a third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” and he said 

to him, “Lord you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep.”  

Why Do We Need To Be Restored?  

1.) The corruption of sin entering into creation;  

2.) God is on a rescue mission: 

3.) Two categories or lies concerning restoration:   

1.) We must do “enough” in order to work, earn, and return back into the grace of God;  

2.) Rejection that we’ve done too much for God to want us;  

 

 



How Does Jesus Restore Us?  

1.) Jesus Restores By Coming To Us 

- “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only 

Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.” (John 1:14)  

2.) Jesus Restores Through the Crucifixion 

- “In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 

propitiation for our sins.” (1 John 4:10) 

3.) Jesus Restores Through His Resurrection 

- “Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?” The 

sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through 

our Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Corinthians 15:55-57) 

4.) Jesus Restores Through Faith 

- Again he entered the synagogue, and a man was there with a withered hand. And they watched 

Jesus, to see whether he would heal him on the Sabbath, so that they might accuse him. And he said to the 

man with the withered hand, “Come here.” And he said to them, “Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do 

harm, to save life or to kill?” But they were silent. And he looked around at them with anger, grieved at their 

hardness of heart, and said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it out, and his hand was restored. 

(Mark 3:1-5)  

5.) Jesus Restores Through Brokenness 

- When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me 

more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” He 

said to him a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes Lord; you know that I 

love you.” He said to him, “Tend my sheep.” He said to him a third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” 

and he said to him, “Lord you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep.” 

(John 21:15-17)  

6.) Jesus Restores Through Grace 

- “...And after saying this he said to him, ‘Follow me.’” (John 21:19)  

 

 



Restoration 

→ Restoration leads to repentance and rejoicing;  

- “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will 

never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greaters 

than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. I and the Father are one.” (John 10:27-30) 

→ Restoration is both sanctifying and salvific  

- “For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.” (Romans 5:6)  

Benediction 

“And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms 

and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, 

do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.” (Colossians 

3:15-17) 

 

 

 


