
Luke 11:1 

Now Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach 
us to pray, as John taught his disciples.”  
 

What Prayer Isn’t 

1.) Prayer isn’t making wishes;  

2.) Prayer isn’t about your will; 

3.) Prayer isn’t telling God something He doesn’t already know 

 
What Prayer Is 

1.) Conversation and Communication; 

2.) Trinitarian; 

 • We pray to God as Father 

  - Pray then like this: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.” (Matthew 6:9) 
  - For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the 
Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that 
we are children of God. (Romans 8:15-16) 
  - Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy 
and find grace in time of need. (Hebrews 4:16)  
 • We pray to God through the Son 

  - For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus. (1 Timothy 2:5)  
 • We pray to God by the power of the Holy Spirit  

  - Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we 
ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groaning for deep words. And he who searches hearts 
knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 
(Romans 8:26-27) 
3.) Devotion and Dependence 

 - In these days he went out to the mountain to pray, and all night he continued in prayer to God. (Luke 
6:12) 



 - But he would withdraw to desolate places and pray. (Luke 5:16)  
 - “...pray without ceasing…” (1 Thessalonians 5:17) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus’ Teaching on Prayer 

1.) Pray in faith 

 - “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will 
be given him. But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is 
driven and tossed by the wind. For that person must not suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; 
he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.” (James 1:5-8)  
2.) Pray WITH humility 

 - “And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray in the 
synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received 
their reward. But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father whos is in 
secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.” (Matthew 6:5-6) 
 - He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and treated 
others with contempt: “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 
The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, 
unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’ But the tax 
collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast saying, ‘God, be 
merciful to me, a sinner!’ I tell you, this man went down to his house justified, rather than the other. For 



everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.” (Luke 18:9-
14)  
 

How To Pray 

→ “...do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let your 
requests be made known to God.” (Philippians 4:6)  
1.) Praise;  

2.) IN Humility;  

3.) With Thanksgiving;  

4.) Make Your Request  

 

Prayer isn’t so much about God changing your circumstance, but changing the condition of your heart.  


