
Call To Worship  

“But let all who take refuge in you rejoice; let them ever sing for joy, and spread your protection over them, 

that those who love your name may exult in you. For you bless the righteous, O Lord; you cover him with favor 

as with a shield.” (Psalm 5:11-12)  

 

Matthew 5:10-12 

Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed 

are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 

Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before 

you. 

 

Persecution and Righteousness 

1.) What is meant by persecution-- 

→ By the hand;  

→ By the tongue;  

→ You will be persecuted not because you are good, noble, or for your cause, but because you are righteous.  

 

2.) Why must Christians be persecuted?  

→ God’s decree 

• ”Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear 

fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to 

you.” (John 15:2-3) 

→ God’s design 

• “In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have grieved by various 

trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith--more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested 

by fire--may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” (1 Peter 1:6-7) 

 

3.) Our enemies?  

→ Open enemies;  

→ Secret enemies 

 

4.) What is meant by righteousness?  

→ Legal standing before God (justification);  

→ Sanctification through grace;  

 

5.) What isn’t righteousness?   

→ Persecution because of OUR offences;  

→ Persecution by attention;  

 

 

 

 

 



Renew Your Mind 

1.) How do we suffer well?  

→ With joy;  

→ With courage;  

→ In prayer for our enemies;  

 

2.) How do we prepare for persecution/suffering?  

→ Pursue holiness;  

→ The grace of God is the center of our lives;  

→ Putting on the armour of God;  

 

Blessed 

1.) Why should we suffer well?  

→ The condition of the Christian life is that we will be persecuted. The reward, however, is the kingdom of 

heaven;  

→ Inheritance  

• “...an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God’s 

power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.” (1 Peter 1:4-5) 

 

2.) Happiness 

→ Happiness is not contingent upon our circumstances, but upon our worship and declaration of a Holy God 

who sent His son to die for sinners on a cross; exchanging our debt for His righteousness 

 

Benediction 

“Steadfast love and faithfulness meet; righteousness and peace kiss each other. Faithfulness spring up from 

the ground, and righteousness looks down from the sky. Yes, the Lord will give what is good, and our land will 

yield its increase. Righteousness will go before him and make his footsteps a way.” (Psalm 85:10-13)  


