
Sanctification, Community, and the Cross 
 
Call to Worship 
“Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity!” (Psalm 133:1) 
 
Philippians 1:7-11 It is right for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in my heart, for 
you are all partakers with me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation 
of the gospel. For God is my witness, how I yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. And it is 
my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, so that 
you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the 
fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. 
 
Grace and the Renewed Heart (vv.7) 
 
→ Paul’s heart for the Philippians is a sign of a regenerated heart; one regenerated by grace;  
 
→ The grace that Paul writes about is not only grace that he has received, but that the Philippians 
share with him;  
 
Love, Knowledge, and Discernment (vv.8-9) 
 
→ You can have knowledge without love, but you cannot have love without knowledge;  
 
 - “And I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have 
all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.” (1 Corinthians 13:2)  
 
→ Love, then, is a result of knowledge and affection of Jesus; when we increase in biblical 
knowledge, we recognize that the love of God is sufficient;  
 
→ Discernment mean to test (to be cautious and careful) so that we may see what is not only good, 
but what is best;  
 
Purity and Blameless (vv. 10)  
 
→ To be blameless, in this text, means “not causing offense.” In other words, to not cause one 
another to stumble 
  
 - “Therefore let us not pass judgement on one another any longer, but rather decide never to 
put a stumbling block or hindrance in the way of a brother.” (Romans 14:13) 
 
→ Purity isn’t that we’re perfect, but that we are growing in our sanctification and persevering  
 
Fruit of Righteousness (vv.11) 
 
→ Righteousness is directly linked to Jesus; we must first discuss justification and imputation 
 
 → Justification: legal standing before God; the doctrine of justification is that God accepts us 
on the condition of faith alone; our acceptance from God is not based on our merit;  



 
 → Imputation: On the cross, not only are our sins imputed on Christ, but Christ then imputes 
His righteousness onto us;  
  - “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
becomes the righteousness of God.” (2 Corinthians 5:21) 
 
→ The fruit of the righteousness is unity in the church that is motivated by love;  
 
Main Idea: God uses community to sanctify us so that we would disciple one another to fix our eyes on 
Jesus. 
 
Benediction 
“So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, any 
affection and sympathy, complete my joy by being of the same mind, have the same love, being in full 
accord and of one mind.” (Philippians 2:1-2) 
 
 
 


