
Gospel Partnership 
 
Call to Worship: 
→ “And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread 
and the prayers.” (Acts 2:42) 
 
Philippians 1:3-6 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine for 
you all making my prayer with joy, because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until 
now. And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day 
of Jesus Christ.  
 
Introduction 
→ Question: What defines a friendship/relationship?  
 
→ In spite of the technological advances, breakthroughs, convenience, and reliability in efforts such 
as social media, people are connected more than ever in history yet feel absolutely lonely in a world 
of connectivity;  
 
→ According to (studies/surveys): 
 
 → Oxford University Psychology Professor Robin Dunbar (2016): people have the capacity to 
maintain only 150 relationships; of those 150, only 4 are dependable; only 13 express sympathy in 
“emotional crisis”;  
 
 → American Sociological Review (2006): the average american only has 2 close friends; 
dropped from 3 close friends in 1985;  
 
 → Huffington Post Article (2016): 85% of teenagers exhibit different personalities from real 
life on social media;  
 
→ Question: How do we commonly define friendships/relationships?  
 → Proximity;  
 → Life Season 
 
→ Question: Why are many people--many of us--lonely?  
 → We must first go back to the beginning in Genesis 1-3;  
 → We see (1) The Trinity, (2) Man created in His image, and (3) The Fall; 
 

 

 
Prayer (vv. 3)  
 
→ Paul has a desire to pray for the Philippians because of his relationship with them, memories 
they’ve shared, and because of the grace and peace that has taken place;  
 
→ Paul is writing to them joyfully as a friend who shares the gospel with them not because of 
proximity or life season; joy is not an emotion, but a lifestyle;  
 

 



Partnership (vv.4) 
 
→ The word “partnership” in the Greek translation is “fellowship.”  
 
→ Two things fellowship is NOT: (1) An Event and (2) Hospitality 
 
→ Two things fellowship IS: (1) Gospel Centered (2) Community  
 
→ The purpose of fellowship is to be a reflection of the work of Christ IN His people;  
 

 

Sanctification (vv.6) 
 
→ God is not only the one who initiates salvation, but He is also the one who sanctifies us 
 
→ Sanctification is the ongoing process of becoming more like Jesus AND as we mature, we grow to 
hate our sin 
 
 → “And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who 
are called according to His purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed 
to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.” (Romans 8:28-
29)  
 
→ The day of Jesus Christ is His return; when we reclaims His bride, the Church and the work of 
salvation is complete 
 
→ Sanctification transforms us into the image of Jesus, assures us of His work in us, and brings us 
closer in partnership with one another;  
 

Benediction 

→ “But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called ‘today,’ that none of you may be hardened 

by the deceitfulness of sin.” (Hebrews 3:13)   


