
Unity in Christ 

 
Call to Worship 
→ “In Him, we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the 
riches of his grace…” (Ephesians 1:7)  
 
Philippians 1:1-2 Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are 
at Philippi, with the overseers and deacons: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Introduction and Brief History of the Church in Philippi 
→ Paul wrote to the church in Philippi around 62AD and it was the first church planted in modern 
day Europe. Paul wrote this letter about 10 years after his first visit to Philippi (Acts 16:9-40);  
 
→ Philippi received its name after Philip II (Alexander the Great’s father) and was a city that 
became a Roman colony; land was given to Roman veterans; 
 
→ Philippians is written with an endearing heart from Paul to the Philippians for several reasons:  

→ The church in Philippi prayerfully and financially provided for Paul and his work;  
 → They developed a meaningful friendship;  
 → The language Paul uses is intentional and a means of discipleship;  
 
→ Paul expresses several themes in the letter to the Philippians such as joy, citizenship, 
encouragement, and most notably Christology 
 
Jesus Christ  
→ At the heart of the letter to the Philippians lies the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus; God who 
became man and took the form of a humble servant; led a ministry and discipled a group of men for 
3 years and was then murdered;  
 
→ His work on the cross satisfied the wrath of the Father; dying for sinners he paid the penalty of 
sin with His own life; resurrected on the third day and is seated at the right hand of God; 
 
→ He will return in glory to judge the living and the dead and to reclaim His bride, the church;  
 
→ Until then, we actively wait for his return and our lives are subject to His work and will as He has 
called us out of the darkness of our sin and into His light;  
 
Saints and Servants 
→ According to Roman Catholic tradition, an individual achieves sainthood through a process of 5 
steps;  
 
→ According to the Bible, a saint is someone who is “holy” or “set apart” and requires one step: faith 
in Christ Jesus;  
 
→ The word servant is the Greek word for “slave;” Paul is saying that his entire life is marked by 
what Christ has done; purchasing Him out of slavery to sin and giving him a new life; 
 



 - “What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! Do 
you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one 
whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? But 
thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the 
standard of teaching to which you were committed, and, having been set free from sin, have become 
slaves of righteousness.” (Romans 6:15-18) 
 
Grace and Peace 
→ To be in Christ is impossible outside of the grace of God; Grace is unmerited favor, not a result of 
our strength, intellect, or capabilities;  
 
 - “But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not 
because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of 
regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our 
Savior.” (Titus 3:4-6)  
 
→ Grace is freely offered and it is grace by which we are saved and reconciled; outside of Christ, we 
are dead in our sin and incapable of moving toward God, so God comes to us; motivated by love and 
shaped by holiness 
 
 - “Grace is not God giving wholesome advice or a helping hand. It is God raising someone from 
the dead, first Christ and then those who are in Christ.” (Carl Trueman)  
 
→ In Christ, we are no long at war with God because our new identity does not rest on our activity 
but in the word of God toward us; it is here that the peace of God is present with us 
 
 - “The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious 
to you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.” (Numbers 6:24-26) 
 
→ In Christ, we have union with Jesus and unity with one another.  
 
Benediction 
→ The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.” (Numbers 6:24-26)  
 
 
 
 


