
Joy in the Presence of God 
 
Call to Worship 

→ “This God--his way is perfect; the word of the Lord proves true; he is a shield for all those who take refuge 

in him.” (Psalm 18:30)  
 
Habakkuk 3:17-19 Though the fig tree should not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines, the produce of the olive 
fail and the fields yield no food, the flock be cut off from the fold and there be no herd in the stalls, yet I will 
rejoice in the Lord; I will take joy in the God of my salvation. God, the Lord, is my strength; he makes my feet 
like the deer’s; he makes me tread on my high places. 
 
Introduction and Review 

→ Last week, Habakkuk responded to his fear by turning to what he knows: the character of 

God, the faithfulness of God, and worship of God;  

→ In this final installment of Habakkuk, we visit how the worship of God leads to joy in God;  

→ Two Important Factors:  

 
 • Habakkuk’s circumstance has not changed only (and most importantly) the condition of his heart;  
 • God has not lifted his hand of oncoming discipline toward His people;  

 

→ Habakkuk knows that this is not the end and is resting upon the promise of the coming 

Messiah; looking toward the cross whereas we look back at the cross; 

 
Taking Joy (Part One)  

→ For Habakkuk to “take joy” (v.18), it had to come as a result of something; we need to reverse 

engineer (work backwards):  

 

 → Joy 

 → Worship 

 → Truth (Word of God)  

 → Relationship  

 

 

 



 

→ We must define each AND give an account to their opposites because we are quick to forget 

who we are and how each plays a significant role in our lives 

 

 → Relationship and Routine 

 → Truth and Pride 

 → Worship and Idolatry 

 → Joy and Unrepentance 

 
Taking Joy (Part Two) 

→ Jesus endured the cross with the joy that was set before Him--the redemption of His people 

and glory at the right hand of the Father;  

 

 • ”...looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him 

endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.” (Hebrews 12:2)  

 

→ Our joy is centered around the presence of God not in the presents of God.  

 
Benediction 

→ “For who is God, but the Lord? And who is a rock, except our God?--the God who equipped me with 

strength and made my way blameless.” (Psalm 18:31-32)  


