
Call to Worship 

→ But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel:  

 “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name; you are mine.” (Isaiah 43:1) 
 
Introduction 

→ How do you respond to fear? When you feel fear, what do you do with it? How does it 

manifest itself in your life?  

 → Five Ways We Respond to Fear:  

  1. Resignation 

  2. Detachment 

  3. Pride 

  4. Control 
  5. Anger  
 

→Habakkuk 3 is a prayer/psalm that is written by Habakkuk as he encounters and confronts 

fear; he doesn’t deny it and doesn’t avoid it; He, instead, turns to what he knows as seen in 

Chapter 1: 

 → The Character and Glory of God; 

 → The Faithfulness of God 

 
Habakkuk 3:3-12 God came from Teman, and the Holy One from Mount Paran (Selah). His splendor 
covered the heavens, and the earth was full of his praise. His brightness was like the light; rays flashed from 
his hand; and there he veiled his power. Before him went pestilence and plague followed at his heels. He 
stood and measured the earth; he looked and shook the nations; then the eternal mountains were scattered; 
the everlasting hills sank low. His were the everlasting ways. I saw the tents of Cushan in affliction; the 
curtains of the land of Midian did tremble. Was your wrath against the rivers, O Lord? Was your anger 
against the rivers, or your indignation against the sea, when you rode on your horses on your chariot of 
salvation? You stripped the sheath from your bow, calling for many arrows (Selah). Your split the earth with 
rivers. The mountains saw you and writhed; the raging waters swept on; the deep gave forth its voice; it lifted 
its hands on high. The sun and moon stood still in their place at the light of your arrows as they sped, at the 
flash of your glittering spear. You marched through the earth in fury your threshed the nations in anger. 
 
The Character and Glory of God 

→ Habakkuk walks through the history of His people and God’s involvement in their lives and 

through this we see 3 factors that play a role in his psalm: 



1. God Rescues 
 2. God’s Promises 
 3. God’s Holiness 
 
Habakkuk 3:13-15 You went out for the salvation of your people, for the salvation of your anointed. You 
crushed the head of the house of the wicked laying him bare from thigh to neck (Selah). You pierced with his 
own arrows the heads of his warriors, who came like a whirlwind to scatter me, rejoicing as if to devour the 
poor in secret. You tramped the sea with your horses, the surging of mighty waters.  

 
The Faithfulness of God 

→ It is God who saves and salvation belongs to Him; we are saved by His grace through faith;  

→ “Anointed” in the Hebraic translation is singular not plural which many commentators believe 

that Habakkuk is looking ahead to the future of the One who will come to save His people and 

conquer sin, death, and who will conquer and endure the wrath of God so that we might receive 

mercy;  

 → For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God you may receive 

what is promised. For,  
  “Yet a little while, and the coming one will come and will not delay;  
   but my righteous shall live by faith, and if he shrinks back, my soul has 
   no pleasure in him.” 
        But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who have faith and 
preserve their souls. (Hebrews 10:36-39) 

 

→ “the head of the house of the wicked” is also singular which suggests that it is not necessarily 

referring to the Chaldeans, but ultimately to Satan who will be conquered and defeated by Jesus 

through His life, death, and resurrection;  

 
Habakkuk 3:16 I hear, and my body trembles; my lips quiver at the sound; rottenness enters into my bones; 
my legs tremble beneath me. Yet I will quietly wait for the day of trouble to come upon people who invade 
us.  
 
Victory Over Weakness 

→ Habakkuk address his weakness and fear and in his fear:  

 → He turns to God who can, will, and does save His people;  

 → He rejoices in the coming of the Lord;  

 → He turns to worship;  



→ In fear, we are separated from God, but in faith, we are secured by God.  

→ If you belong to Jesus, then He has endured the wrath of God for you; has endured the fear 

you feel;  

→ If you do not know Jesus, then wrath is still upon you, BUT he offers you salvation; by 

confessing and repenting of your sin, you receive mercy, forgiveness, and security.  

 
Benediction 

→ “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts 

be troubled, neither let them be afraid.” (John 14:27)  


