
The Prayer for Deliverance 

 

Introduction/review 

● Challenging and difficult time to be alive 

 

● Nation of Judah spiraling out of control 

 

● Habakkuk and his contemporaries warned God’s people, called them to repentance, warned of 

impending judgment 

 

● Years earlier in Israel, similar situation, similar response 

 

Amos 4:12 “...prepare to meet your God.” God allowed and caused all sorts of calamity in order to get 

the attention of His people. Fell on deaf ears. Judgment is coming.  

 

● Throughout Habakkuk we see his maturity and witness transition 

 

● Chapter 3 is climax of book, culmination of the maturity God has bringing about in Habakkuk. 

It’s the destination of a journey that began in the valley of darkness. Worry to worship! 

 

Habakkuk 3:1-2 “A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet, according to Shigionoth. O Lord, I have heard the 

report of you, and your work, O Lord, do I fear. In the midst of the years revive it; in the midst of the 

years make it known; in wrath remember mercy.” 

O Lord, I have heard the report of you, and your work, O Lord, do I fear.  

 

● Habakkuk hears God’s voice, reminded of God’s sovereign and mighty work in the past. 

Responds to glimpse of God’s glory with awe, holy fear. Only response worthy of mortal man 

when confronted by God’s glory. 

 

○ Similar response - Daniel, Ezekiel, Isaiah, John 

 

● What was he reminded of? 

 

○ Deliverance from Egypt 

○ Crossing Red Sea 

○ Promised Land 

○ God’s tremendous favor, love, grace 

○ God’s provision and rescue time and again 

○ ALSO reminded God is jealous 

○ His own people provoked him to anger by sin 

○ Depth of guilt 

○ Holiness - consuming fire 

○ Generation that died off in wilderness wanderings  

 



● Overcome with overwhelming sense of awe and holy fear seeing, being reminded of God’s 

mighty hand behind it all 

 

In the midst of the years revive it; in the midst of the years make it known; 

 

● Originated with promise given to Abraham in Gen 22:18.  

Gal 4:4-5 “But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born 

under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.” 

 

● Fullness of time spans from the promise given to Abraham to its fulfillment in Jesus. Habakkuk 

knows the promise hasn’t been fulfilled yet. 

 

● Asking that God continue His mighty work until the end 

 

● Confesses God’s people rightly deserve judgment, but begs for mercy knowing God isn’t done 

with His work 

 

● Recognizes that His people ultimately need revival, spiritual renewal. Asking God to do again 

what He had done in the past - save, revive, restore 

 

In wrath remember mercy. 

 

● Share story of Stephen - “What happened to grace/mercy?” 

 

● Father son relationship 

 

○ Discipline doesn’t mean hate. Discipline reflects love. Hate the sin, love my son.  

 

● Asking that God not be so consumed with His justice and wrath that He forgets to demonstrate 

His compassion and mercy 

 

● Moses pleaded the same thing 

Numbers 14:17-19 “ And now, please let the power of the Lord be great as you have promised, 

saying, ‘The Lord is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, forgiving iniquity and 

transgression, but he will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the 

children, to the third and the fourth generation.’ Please pardon the iniquity of this people, according to 

the greatness of your steadfast love, just as you have forgiven this people, from Egypt until now.” 

Remembering the sovereign work of God in the past enables us to stand on the promise of 

God today which empowers us to hope for the mercy of God tomorrow.  



God’s sovereign work...God’s promises...God’s mercy - all converge on the cross 

God’s sovereign work - always been about Jesus, begins in Gen 3 and works throughout OT 

Luke 24:44-45 “Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with 

you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be 

fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures,” 

God’s promises - all true, trustworthy, fulfilled in Jesus 

2 Cor 1:20 “For all the promises of God find their Yes in him. That is why it is through him that we 

utter our Amen to God for his glory.” 

God’s mercy - only found in Jesus 

Titus 3:4-6 “But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, 

not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of 

regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ 

our Savior,” 

Habakkuk looked forward, we look back to the cross.  

How Habakkuk approached God - humbly, with an attitude of worship, and ultimate surrender to His 

will. 

How Habakkuk prayed to God - Remembered the sovereign work of God, stood on the promise of 

God, hoped for the mercy of God  

 


