
The Problem with Palm Sunday 
 

Matthew 21:1-11 Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then 

Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately you will find a 

donkey tied, and a colt with her. Unite them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, 

‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at once.” This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet 

saying, 

 

 “Say to the daughter of Zion,  

 ‘Behold, your king is coming to you,  

 humble, and mounted on a donkey,  

 on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’”  

 

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. They brought the donkey and the colt and put on them 

their cloaks, and he sat on them. Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from 

the trees and spread them on the road. And the crowds that went before him and that followed him were shouting, 

“Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” And 

when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, saying, “Who is this?” And the crowds said, “This is 

the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.”  

 
Introduction 
→ Palm Sunday is the start of Holy Week. It is significant because this is the day in which all privacy and safety 

would come to an end for Jesus; Palm Sunday would inevitably lead to the collision between religious and 

political authorities;  

 

→ Politically, the people wanted Rome overthrown by any means necessary and Jesus was viewed as the one who 

would ultimately lead this change;  

 

→ Religiously, the Pharisees, on many occasions, were bested by Jesus in public debate and were humilitiated. 

They would late conspire with the scribes and chief priests later in the week; falsely accusing and arresting Jesus;  

 

→ Palm Sunday marks the beginning of Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem as the long awaited Messiah;  

 

→ When we read through Matthew 21, we often look at ourselves as different, removed, and evolved from those 

who are showing “Hosanna!” because we know the story and its ending;  

 

→ The truth is, we’re no different than the people in Matthew 21--the same people who are shouting “Hosanna” 

would be the same people who would later shout “Crucify him!”;  

 

→ Palm Sunday isn’t simply the start of a traditional season on a church calendar, but a reminder and revelation 

of two things: 

 

 → The condition of our hearts;  

 → Our deepest need for a Savior 

 

Our Condition and Our Need (From The Beginning)  

 

→ In order to best understand the condition of our hearts and our deepest need for Jesus, we must first go to the 

beginning:  

 

 



 

 - And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and 

his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called 

to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was 

afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of 

the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she 

gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” 

The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have 

done this, cursed are you above all livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust 

you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring 

and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” (Genesis 3:8-15) 

 

→ Genesis 3 teaches us that we had not only become corrupt because of sin, but that as image bearers of God, our 

relationship with Him had now because shattered and distorted; we needed to be restored;  

 

→ God promises to save man through Adam’s seed--someone is coming; from the start God was and has been on 

a rescue mission;  

 

 - “And the Lord God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them.” (Genesis 

3:21)  

 

→ From the beginning, we see tangible foreshadowing of the coming of Christ as the ultimate sacrifice;  

 
→ Throughout the pages of Scriptures, we see the fallen condition of our hearts and our need for a Savior; in the 

Old Testament, the people were highly anticipate of such a Savior, a Messiah;  

 

 - “When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after 

you, who shall come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for my name, and I 

will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. When he 

commits iniquity, I will discipline him with the rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of men…” (2 Samuel 

7:12-14)  

 

→ God’s people wait and wait for their king and Savior;  

 

→ Zechariah 9 is the prophecy that Jesus later fulfills in Matthew 21; the coming of a king on a donkey--humble, 

the Messiah, the One sent to rescue His people;  

 
Our Condition and Our Need (Now) 

 

→ Jesus rides into the great city of Jerusalem and the people are calling him “Lord,” praising His name, 

celebrating in victory (palms), and in anticipation of salvation--but there’s a problem;  

 

→ The people are all for salvation. It’s the way in which Jesus would bring that salvation that was a problem. 

 

→ Jesus was making his way to the cross to endure the wrath of God for sinners as the ultimate and perfect 

sacrifice and the people didn’t understand;  

 

→ We’re not different than the people in Matthew 21: 

 

 → Calling Him Lord and then distancing ourselves when what He does or says isn’t what we want;  



 

 → Celebrate religious occasions and traditions, but with hearts that are far removed from Jesus and His 

gospel;  

 

 → And regularly placing our hope in the circumstance and not the Person; identifying our faith by how 

we feel rather than with the joy of Christ;  

 
Our Hope 
→ Jesus didn’t come to save the righteous, but sinners; those who are broken, rejected, marginalized, exhausted, 

and hopeless;  

 

→ Jesus came to die for sinners AND was the only one who could pay our debt; upon the cross and in redemptive 

history, it is King Jesus who will restore not only those who belong to Him, but all things; 

 

 - “...looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him 

endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.” (Hebrews 12:2)  

 

→ The hope we have in this King is that He offers salvation to all who believe;  

 

→ Let us begin Holy Week with a celebration of the coming of Jesus into human history, the examination of our 

hearts, and with an anticipation for our King’s return; reclaiming the bride that is His  
 

 

 

 


