
Discipline VS Punishment 

Habakkuk 2:6-20 

 

• Historical Timeline and Setting 
o Time period is after the death of King Solomon 

▪ Nation split into Kingdom of Israel (Northern) and Kingdom of Judah 
(Southern) 

▪ Nation of Israel sacked and taken into captivity by the Assyrians 
 

o Current Powers of the Mesopotamian Region 
▪ Assyrian Empire was in command but declining - Nineveh capital 
▪ Babylonian Empire was rising - Babylon capital 
▪ Chaldeans - Nomadic tribe who later settled and assimilated into Babylonia, 

eventually claimed the throne 
 

• Think ‘Mad Max’ savage gangs 
• Nabopolassar  first Chaldean king of Babylonia 626 BC 
• Nebuchadnezzar II succeeded his father 604 BC, ruled approx 42 

years 
 

o The Temple of Solomon is still standing during Habakkuk's writing 
▪ 1st Babylonian invasion around 597 BC 
▪ 2nd Babylonian invasion and Temple destroyed in 586 BC 

 
o Prophet Habakkuk dated to approximately 625 BC 

▪ Active during the same timeframe as Jeremiah 
▪ Thought to have written his book during the reign of King Jehoiakim, a 

wicked and idolatrous king.  Son of Josiah, who tried to start a reformation 
among God’s people 

▪ Out of the last 5 kings of Judah, 2 worshiped God and 3 led the people 
further into idolatry 

 

Habakkuk 2:6-8 Shall not all these take up their taunt against him, with scoffing and riddles for 
him, and say,  "Woe to him who heaps up what is not his own — for how long? — and loads himself 
with pledges!" 7 Will not your debtors suddenly arise, and those awake who will make you tremble? 
Then you will be spoil for them. 8 Because you have plundered many nations, all the remnant of the 
peoples shall plunder you, for the blood of man and violence to the earth, to cities and all who dwell 
in them. 
 

• 1st Woe - The Plunderer will be Plundered 
 
27 Whoever is greedy for unjust gain troubles his own household, but he who hates bribes will 
live.  (Proverbs 15:27) 
 



18 but these men lie in wait for their own blood; they set an ambush for their own lives. 19 Such are 
the ways of everyone who is greedy for unjust gain;  it takes away the life of its possessors. (Proverbs 
1:18-19) 
 
Habakkuk 2:9-11 "Woe to him who gets evil gain for his house, to set his nest on high, to be safe 
from the reach of harm! 10 You have devised shame for your house by cutting off many peoples; 
you have forfeited your life. 11 For the stone will cry out from the wall, and the beam from the 
woodwork respond. 
 

• 2nd Woe - The Consequence of Covetousness 
 
20 And Achan answered Joshua, “Truly I have sinned against the Lord God of Israel, and this is what I 
did: 21 when I saw among the spoil a beautiful cloak from Shinar, and 200 shekels of silver, and a bar 
of gold weighing 50 shekels, then I coveted them and took them. And see, they are hidden in the earth 
inside my tent, with the silver underneath……….25 And Joshua said, “Why did you bring trouble on us? 
The Lord brings trouble on you today.”  And all Israel stoned him with stones. They burned them with 
fire and stoned them with stones. 26 And they raised over him a great heap of stones that remains to 
this day. Then the Lord turned from his burning anger. Therefore, to this day the name of that place is 
called the Valley of Achor. (Joshua 7:20-26) 
 

 

Habakkuk 2:12-14 "Woe to him who builds a town with blood and founds a city on iniquity! 13 
Behold, is it not from the Lord of hosts that peoples labor merely for fire, and nations weary 
themselves for nothing? 14 For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord 
as the waters cover the sea. 
 

• 3rd Woe - Denouncement of Oppressors 
 
24 Then the Lord rained on Sodom and Gomorrah sulfur and fire from the Lord out of heaven. 25 
And he overthrew those cities, and all the valley, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and what grew 
on the ground. (Genesis 19:24-25) 
 
9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 
10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (Philippians 
2:9-11) 
 

Habakkuk 2:15-17 "Woe to him who makes his neighbors drink — you pour out your wrath and 
make them drunk, in order to gaze at their nakedness! 16 You will have your fill of shame instead of 
glory.  Drink, yourself, and show your uncircumcision! The cup in the Lord's right hand will come 
around to you, and utter shame will come upon your glory! 17 The violence done to Lebanon will 
overwhelm you, as will the destruction of the beasts that terrified them, for the blood of man and 
violence to the earth, to cities and all who dwell in them. 
 

• 4th Woe - The Shameless Disgraced  
• Cup of Wrath coming to the Chaldeans 
• Cup of Wrath empty for believers because it was taken on by Jesus 



 
38 Then he said to them, "My soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and watch with me." 
39 And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, "My Father, if it be possible, let this 
cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will." 40 And he came to the disciples and 
found them sleeping. And he said to Peter, "So, could you not watch with me one hour? 41 Watch and 
pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak." 42 
Again, for the second time, he went away and prayed, "My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, 
your will be done." 43 And again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. 44 So, 
leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words again. 
(Matthew 26:38-44) 
 
16 The trees of the Lord are watered abundantly, 
the cedars of Lebanon that he planted. (Psalms 104:16)  
 
 

 
Habakkuk 2:18-20 "What profit is an idol when its maker has shaped it, a metal image, a teacher 
of lies? For its maker trusts in his own creation when he makes speechless idols! 19 Woe to him 
who says to a wooden thing, Awake; to a silent stone, Arise! Can this teach? Behold, it is overlaid 
with gold and silver, and there is no breath at all in it. 20 But the Lord is in his holy temple; let all 
the earth keep silence before him." 
 

• 5th Woe - The Powerless Idol 
 

15 "'Cursed be the man who makes a carved or cast metal image, an abomination to the Lord, a thing 
made by the hands of a craftsman, and sets it up in secret.' And all the people shall answer and say, 
'Amen.'  (Deuteronomy 27:15) 
 
26 And they took the bull that was given them, and they prepared it and called upon the name of Baal 
from morning until noon, saying, “O Baal, answer us!” But there was no voice, and no one answered. 
And they limped around the altar that they had made. 27 And at noon Elijah mocked them, saying, 
“Cry aloud, for he is a god. Either he is musing, or he is relieving himself, or he is on a journey, or 
perhaps he is asleep and must be awakened. (1 Kings 18:26-27) 
 

• Discipline 
o Delivered because of Love 
o Relational in Nature 
o To aid in Correction 
o Hope of Restoration 

 

• Punishment 
o Wrath poured out 
o Non-Relational 
o Results from Judgement 
o No reconciliation intended  

 


