
Circumstance, Character & Call  

Habakkuk 1:12-17 Are you not from everlasting, O Lord my God, my Holy One? We shall not die. O 
Lord, you have ordained them as judgment, and you, O Rock, have established them for reproof. You 
who are of purer eyes than to see evil and cannot look at wrong, why do you idly look at traitors 
and remain silent when the wicked swallows up the man more righteous than he? You make 
mankind like the fish of the sea, like crawling things that have no ruler. He brings all of them up 
with a hook; he drags them out with his net; he gathers them in his dragnet; so he rejoices and is 
glad. Therefore he sacrifices to his net and makes offerings to his dragnet; for by them he lives in 
luxury, and his food is rich. Is he then to keep on emptying his net and mercilessly killing nations 
forever?  

 
→ Habakkuk is brutally honest before God and extremely passionate; rather than bringing 
accusations to God, Habakkuk brings questions to God;  

 
→ In this, Habakkuk is externally processing what he’s thinking and feeling--his faith isn’t weak, but 
he is perplexed and confused;  

 
→ Through all of this, we can be sure that we can bring our feelings, thoughts, and questions before 
God--He can handle them AND is not surprised by them; processing isn’t the same as informing God, 
He already knows;  

 
→ Dr. Martyn Lloyd Jones writes that there are 4 categories in which we deal and address our 
problems:  

 
 → “Stop and Think.” 
 → “Restate the basic principles”  
 → “Apply the principle to the problem” 
 → “If still in doubt, commit the problem to God in faith”  

 
→ We’ll look at each of these categories throughout the following 3 sections:  

 → Circumstances and Reality 
 → The Character of God 
 → Call and Perspective 

Circumstances and Reality 

 
→ Habakkuk stops to think about what’s going on, what he’s experiencing, and writes it all down 
and is incredibly honest and realistic;  

 



 
→ One of the first things we need to understand is that we need to live in reality; we often use our 
circumstance or experience to better understand God--rather, we must turn to the character of God 
to better understand our circumstance and experience;  

 
→ When we do this, we’re no longer at the center of our world and are better to evaluate how we 
can, often, live on an emotional roller coaster; 
 
The Character of God 

 
→ Habakkuk reminds Himself of the attributes of God: 

 
 - Everlasting;  - Faithful;   
 - Holy;    - Creator  
 - Ordained;    - Sovereignty 

 
→ It is through the attributes of God that Habakkuk is then able to apply His attributes to the 
problem, to his experience, to his circumstance 

 
 → He (Habakkuk) knows that this is not God’s last words;  

 
 → The coming invasion of the Babylonians are a tool in God’s hands for the correction and 
the purification of His people;   

Habakkuk 2:1 I will take my stand at my watchpost and station myself on the tower, and look out 
to see what he will say to me, and what I will answer concerning my complaint.  

 
Call and Perspective 

 
→ Habakkuk, in humility, commits his problem to God in faith:  

 
 → He broadens his perspective by detaching himself from the problem;  
 → He is persistent in hearing and coming before the Lord;  
 
Benediction 
“Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the majesty, for all 
that is in the heavens and in the earth is yours. Yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as 
head above all. Both riches and honor come from you, and you rule over all. In your hand are power 
and might, and in your hand it is to make great and to give strength to all.” (1 Chronicles 29:11-12)  

 


