
An Honest Complaint  
 
 
An Introduction 
 
→ History behind Habakkuk 
 
 • Not much is known of Habakkuk;  
 
 • He is a prophet of God;  
 
 • He is writing during a time where evil, corruption, and injustice is unfolding right in front 
of him AND it’s the people of God doing it;  
 
 • Israel splits in two after Solomon’s death (1 Kings 12; 2 Chronicles 10);  
 
 • This is during the unfolding of Israel much later and after the death of Josiah (2 Kings 22) 
and the reigning of his sons as king (2 Kings 23-24);   
 

 
→ Behind the scenes access 
 
 
 • Each prophet that was called by God had (1) a unique calling and (2) were sent to the 
people of God to preach repentance and each is recorded in Scripture (i.e. Isaiah, Ezekiel, and 
Jeremiah);  
 
 • We aren’t given any of that information with Habakkuk. Instead, we are given behind the 
scenes access to Habakkuk’s relationship with God as he cries out and complains in light of what is 
unraveling before him;  
 
Habakkuk 1:1-4 The oracle that Habakkuk the prophet saw. O Lord, how long shall I cry for help, 
and you will not hear? Or cry to you “Violence!” and you will not save? Why do you make me see 
iniquity, and why do you idly look at wrong? Destruction and violence are before me; strife and 
contention arise. So the law is paralyzed, and justice never goes forth. For the wicked surround the 
righteous; so justice goes forth perverted. 
 
→ Reality of Christian maturity  
 
 • The reality of Christian maturity is that everyone gets to a place where we ask “Why, 
God?”  
 
 • Everyone gets to a place where we are uncertain, unsure, confused, and even frustrated at 
our lack of understanding at what God is doing;  
 
 
 • Through Habakkuk, we’ll see God respond to his complaints even after Habakkuk still 
lacks answers and clarity (Habakkuk 2:4);  
 



 
→ 3 Things Habakkuk Does 
 
 → Habakkuk turns to God 
 
  • In the midst of his complaints and confusions, the first thing Habakkuk does is that 
he turns to God and not other gods or other forms of idolatry;  
 
  • What does that look like in the midst of our complaints and confusions?  
 
  • When we don’t turn to God during our confusion, we inevitably cannot worship 
because we’re incapable of doing so because something else is ruling our hearts other than Jesus;  
 
 → Habakkuk is honest with God 
 
  • In his confusion, Habakkuk not only turns to God, but is honest with Him about 
where he’s at; making him transparent and vulnerable before God;  
 
  • When we resist being honest, transparent, and vulnerable with God it not only 
affects our relationship with Him, but also with one another; we become fake;  
 
 → Habakkuk knows God  
 
  • Habakkuk appeals to the character of God;  
 
  • When we are incapable of worshipping God and lack honesty with God, we forget 
about the cross of Jesus; we forget who we are and what Jesus has done and accomplished;  
 
  • We become issue driven instead of cross driven; we forget that God through Jesus 
extends mercy and grace through His finished work on the cross;  
 
  • As a result of forgetting, we continue to grow in our arrogance and pride, trying to 
muster more strength only to fail or to fall again rather than falling back on the mercy and grace of 
Jesus;   
 
 
→ Final Thoughts 
 
 → There is no sin with more power than the cross;  
 
 → Through Habakkuk, my hope is that we would learn to become dependent on God even 
when we don’t have all of the answers 
 


