
Formed by Gathering | Hebrews 10:19-25 
Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, 
by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, 
and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in 
full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies 
washed with pure water.  
 
Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. 
And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet 
together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see 
the Day drawing near.  
 
The Gathering Begins With Jesus 
1. The Perfect Sacrifice 

a. The promise of God in Christ: Jesus making a way for sinners to dwell in the presence 
of God was a promise that started in the garden.  

- “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring 
and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” (Genesis 3:15) 
 
2. God’s Work in a New Creation 

a. The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the foundation of the Sunday gathering; the church 
IS the fruit of the resurrection. To deny or imply that the Sunday gathering is not important is to 
have a poor, immature, or unbiblical view of the resurrection of Christ.  

- Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of 
righteousness leads to justification and life for all men. For as by the one man’s disobedience 
the many were many sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will be made 
righteous.” (Romans 5:18-19) 

- Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; 
behold, the new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself…” 
(2 Corinthians 5:17-18a)  

- Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say that 
there is no resurrection of the dead? But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even 
Crist has been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your 
faith is in vain. We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified about God 
that he raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. For if the 
dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, your 
faith is futile and you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have 
perished. If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied.” (1 
Corinthians 15:12-19) 

- “...so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be 
made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.” (Ephesians 3:10) 
 



The Gathering Is The Fruit of Jesus’ Work 
The church is the fruit of God’s work, therefore communion requires:  
 
1. Presence 

a. Approaching the throne; forgiven and clean 
- “Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may 

receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” (Hebrews 4:16) 
- “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:9) 
 
2. Confession 

a. Holding fast to what Christ has done AND who He is;  
- His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. And for fear 

of him the guards trembled and became like dead men. But the angel said to the women, “Do 
not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not here, for he has risen, 
as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has 
risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, 
I have told you.” So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to 
tell his disciples. And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came up and 
took hold of his feet and worshipped him. 
 
3. Participation  

a. Edifying and admonishing one another as recipients of grace 
- “Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another.” (Proverbs 27:17) 

 
Benediction | Romans 6:3-4 
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ 
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 
 
 


