
Generosity 

 
• “There are 3 conversions necessary: the conversion of the heart, the conversion of the mind, and 
the conversion of the purse.” (Martin Luther)  

 
• Generosity (giving, tithing, offering, etc.) sadly has a poor reputation in many churches because 
of many poor and misused examples of funds (consequently, only about 3% of evangelicals give 
to their local church in America);  

 
• If we’re going to tackle tough topics, we’re going to do so with guidance from the Holy Spirit and 
direction from the Word of God; generosity is a part (a mark) of the Christian so we shouldn’t shy 
away from it like we do any other area in our life;  

 
• The good news: everyone is tithing; everyone is giving;  

 
• The bad news: not everyone is giving to God;  

 
• We’re ultimately speaking on two things when it comes to giving: 

  
 → Spiritually: at the end of the day, it isn’t about money but trusting that God, through His 
promises, will provide for you;  

 
 → Practically: it is about money, in this context, because whatever is getting your “firstfruits” is 
your tithe and ultimately your god;  

Proverbs 3:5-10 Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own 
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths. Be not 
wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord, and turn away from evil. It will be healing to your flesh and 
refreshment to your bones. 

 
• There are a few things to notice in this first section before getting to giving:  

 
 → The writer is saying the same thing in different ways because (1) as Christians, we’re 
incredibly forgetful and (2) to provide emphasis; 

 
 → He provides emphasis because left to ourselves, we will continually desire to trust in 
ourselves;  



 
 → When he writes “trust in the Lord with all your heart,” he is talking about faith (the Word of 
God, agreement, and activity.);  

 
 → This section is a reminder that our identity determines our activity; trusting in God is 
inherently connected to not trusting in our own understanding because we lack wisdom;  

 
 → We cannot say that we have faith in God with our soul, but lack that trust when it comes to 
our finances--that is an inconsistency and a question, not about your wallet, but the condition or 
your heart;  

 → The Fear of the Lord is a theme that runs throughout Psalms and Proverbs and is where we 
get our name from; the fear of the Lord is a relationship with God; understanding of God; and 
worship of Him--consequently, our activity is changed because of identity in Him;  

 
• Marrow to your bones: if you wish to experience healing and refreshment, the writer says to turn 
away from our own understanding and then he gives a practical example; 

Proverbs 3:9-10 Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the firstfruits of all your produce; 
then your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine. 

 
• The first thing we do with our wealth is that we give an immediate portion of it to God; not that 
we give Him a portion AFTER everything has been paid for and spent;  

 
• When the writer says “your barns will be filled plenty and your vats will be bursting with wine,” 
he is speaking about being filled with God’s blessing, provision, and joy (not necessarily 
financially) 
  → Poverty Theology; 
  → Prosperity Theology 

 
• Being wealthy is not a bad thing (James 2 & 5), rather the question is are you a godly?  

 
  - “With some Christians, the last part of their nature that every gets sanctified is their 
pockets.” (Charles Spurgeon);  

 
• Here are 7 things that giving helps us with, encompasses, or reveals:  
 #1 Honor God 
 #2 Biblically, the benefits of giving outweigh the sacrifices of giving  
 #3 Implements Discipline 
 #4 Teaches us about the character of God 
 #5 Stewardship v. Ownership 
 #6 Fuels the mission and life of the church  
 #7 Worship 



Other Sections:  
→ How much do I tithe?  

 
 • At Storehouse Community Church, our language is two-fold: (1) as a Christian and 
member of the local church, you are called to give(Matthew 6:2), and (2) your giving is to be 
sacrificial;  
  - “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for 
your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich.” (2 Corinthians 8:9) 

 
  - “The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly and whoever sows 
bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:6-7)  

 
 • The OT, on various occasions gives examples of God’s people giving 10 percent of their 
firstfruits in addition to several other tithes and offerings (amounting to over 20% a year);  

 
 • “Liberality is estimated by God, not so much from the sum, as from the disposition.” (John 
Calvin)  
  - “But woe to your Pharisees! For you tithe mint and rue and every herb, and neglect 
justice and the love of God. These you out to have done, without neglecting the others.” (Luke 11:42)  

→ What if I don’t have a job?  

 
 • It depends on what “I don’t have a job” means. In other words, do you receive regular 
income (part time work, side jobs, allowance, etc.)? We would ask you to begin there;  

 
 • If you’re being diligent in looking for work, then part of the role of the church is that your 
are taken care of;  

 
→ Debt/Vacations 

 
 • Not giving because you’re in debt, but still going on vacations is a huge inconsistency 
(stewardship/ownership);  

 
  - “Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. But you say, ‘How have we robbed you?’ 
In your tithes and contributions. You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing me, the whole nation 
of you. Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in y house. And thereby put me 
to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for 
you a blessing until there is no more need.” (Malachi 3:8-10)  

 



→ Where does the money in the church go (percentage break down)?  

 
 • Ministries (Community Groups, Equipping, Worship, Sunday, etc.): 10% 
 • Giving (Benevolence, Missions/Missionaries, Church Planting, etc.): 9% 
 • Facility (Rent, Monthly Expenses, etc.): 22% 
 • Administrative: 10% 
 • Staff: 49%  

→ Leadership and Giving  

 
 • Part of my job is that I hold our staff accountable to regular giving for two reasons: 

 
  → To ensure that they’re giving to God and trusting in His provision; 
  → As an example to the church (they not only lead by serving, but by giving);  

 
   - “The Levitical priests, all the tribe of Levi, shall have no portion or 
inheritance with Israel. They shall eat the Lord’s food offerings as their inheritance. They shall have no 
inheritance among their brothers; the Lord is their inheritance, as he promised them. And this shall be 
the priests’ due from the people, from those offering a sacrifice, whether an ox or a sheep; for the Lord 
your God has chosen him out of all your tribes to stand and minister in the name of the Lord, him and 
his sons for all time.” (Deuteronomy 18:1-3,5)  

 
   - “Do you not know that those who are employed in the temple service get their 
food from the temple, and those who serve at the altar share in the sacrificial offerings? In the same 
way, the Lord commanded that those who proclaim the gospel should get their living by the gospel.” (1 
Corinthians 9:13-14)  
 
 

 


