
We Are Sent 
 
Matthew 5:13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be 
restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people’s 
feet. 
 
• What I love about Jesus is that before He tells you what to do, He begins by telling you who you 
are;  
 
• There are 4 purposes (though I’m sure there are more) that salt serves:  
 
 → Preservation 
 
  - In a world that has been tainted by sin, Christians are to be the agents of change and 
redemption where God has them;  
 
 → Flavor 
 
  - As we live our lives in the everyday, Christians should have satisfaction in Jesus that 
can be seen and known among others;  
 
 → Thirst 
 
  - Similarly, to flavor, Christians are to be marked by satisfaction and joy in Jesus that 
leads others to thirst for Christ; held by conviction; 
 
 → Common 
 
  - Jesus chose the common to reveal Himself to those who don’t know Him; being the 
“salt of the earth” is not a call to a group of special-elite Christians, but to all Christians;  
 
  - “For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly 
standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the 
world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is 
low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, so that no 
human being might boast in the presence of God.” (1 Corinthians 1:26-29) 
 
• If salt, then loses its “saltiness,” Jesus says, that we have become diluted (purposely) when we step 
away from the message of the gospel; stepping away, implying that we have ceased to exist being an 
agent of change and redemption and as a result we are trampled;  
 
• So this leads us to two questions:  
 
 → Where does being salty take place?  
 
 → What are the marks of being salty?   
 



 

Matthew 5:14-16 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do 

people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stan, and it gives light to all in the house. In 

the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give 

glory to your Father who is in heaven.”  

 

• Not only are we agents of change and redemption, but we are the light of the world;  

 

• When the sun is up in the Valley, it is ridiculously bright, powerful, and exposes everything. But 

when the sun goes down and the moon comes up, it isn’t emitting it’s own light, but the reflection of 

the sun;  

 

• What Jesus is saying in this section is that as Christians, when we pursue holiness where God has 

us, acting as agents of change and redemption, we are reflecting the light of Jesus by the way in 

which we live;  

 

• Our works are not what save and we, especially, do not save, but who we are and what we do are a 

reflection of the goodness and graciousness of Christ;  

 

• This is immensely counter-cultural because we live in a culture that says everything is about you, 

but for the Christian in the everyday, their life is marked by it being about Jesus! 

 

• Here’s the good news: no one, including myself, is batting 1000 at this; all of us in here are not 

without sin this week (or today, for that matter); I don’t want you to feel like there’s weight on you, 

but that’s there’s weight off of you. The good news is that when you confess your sin to God, He’s 

not going to be surprised by it because that’s exactly what He died for;  

 

• The good news is that it’s not about your behavior, but about His obedience as He lived the life 

that we can’t live, dying the death that we deserve, and extending, to us, the grace that only He can 

give;  

 

• As we are sent into the context of everyday life, we are reflecting the glory of God--it’s why we 

exist and it’s why we’ve been sent; 


