
We Are Family  
 
Acts 2:42-47 And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and the prayers. And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were 
being done through the apostles. And all who believed were together and had all things in common. 
And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had 
need. And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received 
their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having favor with all the people. And they 
Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved. 
 
• There are many things that we could say as to what a family is; family life is messy, quirky, and full of 
oddities while at the same time embodying care and trust for one another;  
 
• For the past few weeks, we have talked about who Jesus says we are as an individual whereas today 
we’ll be looking at who He says we are as a family and what we do;  
 
• As we look at family and the church, we must first ask: what defines a church? Acts 2:42-47 gives us a 
clear description and prescription of who a church is and what they do:  
 
 1.) Devoted 
 
 → The church is to be devoted toward one another;  
 
  - “Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has 
fulfilled the law.” (Romans 13:8)  
 
 2.) Apostles’ Teaching (gospel-centered preaching) 
 
 → Everything starts and points back to Jesus;  
 
 → The church had a solid understanding of the finished work of Jesus and as a result they are 
hungry for the Word of God;  
 
 3.) Fellowship (Community)  
 
 → Hospitality is where we welcome and invite strangers into our homes;  
 
 → Fellowship is friendship, joy, and unity with other Christians;  
 
 → The big idea of fellowship (koinonia) is that it is a taste of the kingdom;  
 
 4.) Breaking of Bread (Communion) 
 
 → A moment and opportunity where we confess and repent of our sins; where we give God our sin;  
 → Where we come before God and realize that we did nothing to earn our salvation;  
 
 5.) Prayer 
 
 → As the church, we should regularly pray for one another, confess our sin, and celebrate 
evidences of grace;  



 
 → Prayer brings forth humility and dependency on God 
 
 6.) Worship 
 
 → We worship throughout our week (publicly and privately) in awe of what Jesus is doing in and 
through us; in and through others 
 
 7.) Generosity 
 
 → The Bible teaches that we are to be cheerful givers and sometimes the way to achieve 
cheerfulness is by giving;  
 
 → At the end of the day, it’s not about money but trust in God; 
 
 8.) Salvations 
 
 → Lost people, those who do not know Jesus, are being saved which means that (1) the gospel is 
being preached, (2) confession is taking place, (3) repentance is happening, and (4) change is occurring;  
 
 9.) Gathering Regularly 
 
 → We gather on Sunday mornings to celebrate the greatness of Jesus; a time to remember and 
celebrate;  
 
 10.) Serve 
 
 → Everyone has a role in the family; everyone has a responsibility; everyone shares the load for 
the health of the family not the individual;  
 

• Family life is messy, quirky, and sometimes can be difficult, but that doesn’t give you a reason to 

retreat but to participate, not complain;  

 

• If everything ties us back to Jesus and the gospel effects changes then we must recognize that God the 

Father is the ultimate Father; sending His son to plunge Himself into the mess that we call our life and 

through His perfect obedience adopts us into His family and calls us His children;  

 

• If the gospel effects change then who Jesus says we are as the church determines our activity as the 

church and no one is overlooked; our satisfaction rests in Jesus and that becomes our fuel;  

 

• Community is not simply something we’re apart of, but a theological conviction and to say that you 

love Jesus but not the church is a robust inconsistency with what the Bible teaches;  

 

• Kingdoms, businesses, and empires will rise and will fall, but the church of Jesus Christ will endure 

forever; 


