
Gospel Identity  
 
John 15:1-4 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in me that does not 
bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more 
fruit. Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me, and I in you. 
As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you 
abide. 
  
• “I am the true vine” is a loaded statement as in the OT Israel is often referred to as the vine yet 
results in disobedience and a lack of repentance toward God as His people;  
 
 - “Turn again, O God of hosts! Look down from heaven, and see; have regard for this vine, the 
stock that your right hand planted, and for the son whom you made strong for yourself. They have 
burned it with fire; they have cut it down; may they perish at the rebuke of your face! But let your hand 
be on the man of your right hand, the son of man whom you have made strong for yourself! Then we 
shall not turn back from you; give us life, and we will call upon your name! Restore us, O Lord God of 
hosts! Let your face shine, that we may be saved!” (Psalm 80:14-19)  
 
 - “For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah are his 
pleasant planting; and he looked for justice, but behold, bloodshed; for righteousness, but behold, an 
outcry!” (Isaiah 5:7) 
 
• Here’s the loaded takeaway (main idea) as a result of what Jesus is saying: He has become what 
we cannot become. In the presence of Jesus, we are made aware of our position; to bear fruit.  
 
• Either you abide in Him because you belong or you don’t--Jesus explains:  
 
 (1) Either you’re cut off or;  
 (2) You’re cut back 
 
• As a result of being a “branch,” you are to bear fruit; the question on some branches being thrown 
away are really whether or not they belonged to the vine to begin with;  
 
 - “But there are some of you who do not believe.” (For Jesus knew from the beginning who 
those were who did not believe, and who it was who would betray him.) And he said, “This is why I told 
you that no one can come to me unless it is granted him by the Father.” After this many of his disciples 
turned back and no longer walked with him. (John 6:64-66)  
 
• “To prune” means to be cleaned and pruning, although painful, is necessary: 
 

(1) Pruning stimulates growth;  
 (2) Pruning helps in the quality of fruit production;  
 (3) Pruning helps to remove hazardous branches that impose growth and prevents decay;  

 
• The result of pruning is to bear MORE fruit; those who bear fruit know that they have been 
cleansed by Him;  

 
• When Jesus talks about abiding, He means safeguarding the relationship with Him through faith, 
prayer, and obedience;  



• Abiding in Jesus provides two things: (1) as His creation, we bear fruit and (2) through His 
plan in redemption, we bring glory to the Father;  

 
 - “In days to come Jacob shall take root, Israel shall blossom and put forth shoots and fill the 
whole world with fruit.” (Isaiah 27:6)  

 
• In Jesus, we find our gospel identity; that is that He has become what we cannot become and has 
done what we cannot do. We do nothing but believe and even that is a gift from God;  

 
• If there is no fruit, then there is no genuine belief— 

 
 - “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.” (Galatians 5:22-23)  
 
John 15:5-7 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that 
bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown 
away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If 
you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 
 
• There are 3 main areas of focus in this section:  
 

→ When Jesus says that we can do nothing apart from Him, he means nothing of eternal 
value; people all over are always doing things and often do many good, moral, and ethical things but 
apart from abiding in Christ, nothing produced will have eternal value;  

 
 → If you do not bear fruit as a result of belonging to Jesus, then what will be produced is 
kindling; belonging and believing in Jesus are two things that result from submission to His 
authority and not “fire insurance”;  

 
 → Motivation: Jesus says to “ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you” AND 
previous to that statement, there are two conditions that are often forgotten about:  

 
  (1) Abiding in Jesus and;  

(2) Jesus’ words abiding in us 
 

• As a result, we desire what He desires; that our will is His will; that our desire becomes for God to 
accomplish His will: transformation and restoration;  
 
 - “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.” (Matthew 6:9-10)  
 
• A gospel identity means that in abiding in Christ, we run to him not from him;   
 
John 15:8-11 By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my 
disciples. As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and 
abide in his love. These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy 
may be full.  



• There are two results from abiding in Jesus: (1) the Father is glorified; when the Father looks 
down at you, He doesn’t see you but Christ obedience in you; (2) you bear fruit which is the mark of 
a disciple of Jesus;  

 
• Knowing that we are loved by God IS the fuel for our obedience and transformation leading us to 
be further rooted in God’s word and conformed into the image of Jesus;  

 
• If you are tired of trying to do more to be better and find yourself continually failing, let me submit 
to you the heart of Jesus in being the vine: that He (Christ) has become what you cannot become 
and has done what you will never be able to do;  

 
• Jesus says that all of this matters so that our joy may be full. There is a fundamental difference 
between happiness and joy: happiness is circumstantial and joy is found, not in our circumstance, 
but in belonging to Jesus; being rooted in the reality of belonging to Jesus;  

 
• You can have joy in what God is doing in and through and not be happy at the same time.  

 - “...looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before 

him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.” 

(Hebrews 12:2) 

 

• There is no safer place to rest apart from the reality that I belong to Christ and Christ belongs to me 

as a result of what He has done for me and what I could never do for myself; that is what a gospel 

identity is. 


