
A GOD CENTERED PRAYER LIFE 
JAMES 5:13-20 

 
The Road thus Far:    

• James Ch.1 
o Temptation, trials, testing of your faith, spiritual maturity.  Count it joy when you 

meet trial of various kinds, produces steadfastness 
o Hearing and doing the word, Faith in Action, “What you believe shapes how you 

live.” 
 

• James Ch.2 
o Warning against showing partiality especially against a poor man in favor of 

someone wealthy, the poor of the world have been chosen to be rich in faith and 
heirs of the kingdom 

o Faith without works is dead, show me your faith apart from your works and I will 
show you my faith through my works, a person is justified by works and not by faith 
alone  

 
• James Ch.3 

o Taming the Tongue, a small member that boasts of great things, a fire, a world of 
unrighteousness 

o Wisdom from Heaven, good conduct showing works in the meekness of wisdom   
 

• James Ch.4 
o Warning against Worldliness and greed 
o Submit ourselves to God, Resist the devil and he will flee from you, draw near to God 

and He will draw near to you 
 

• James Ch.5 
o Warning to the Rich, their wealth is rotted and garments are moth-eaten, gold and 

silver have corroded, lived on earth in self indulgence. 
o Patience in Suffering, just as the farmer waits for the precious fruits of the earth, we 

also need to be patient for the coming of the Lord is at hand and our suffering will 
bear fruit 

 

James 5:13 Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praise.  
 

o Praise You in the Storm (Casting Crowns) - A worshipful prayer in times of trial 

 
I was sure by now,  
God you would have reached down 
And wiped our tears away, 
Stepped in and saved the day. 
But once again, I say amen 
That it's still raining 
As the thunder rolls 
I barely hear your whisper through the rain 
I'm with you 
And as your mercy falls 
I raise my hands and praise 



The God who gives and takes away 
And I'll praise you in this storm 
And I will lift my hands 
That you are who you are 
No matter where I am 
And every tear I've cried 
You hold in your hand 
You never left my side 
And though my heart is torn 
I will praise you in this storm 

 

 
James 5:14-15 Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them 
pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer of faith will save the 
one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.  
 

• Can also be sharing the Gospel with those who are ill 
• Asking the Holy Spirit to come in and do a work, healing is not always the result, but God’s 

will and glory revealed 
 
James 5:16 Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be 
healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working.  

• 35 Documented References of Jesus praying in the Gospels 
o Matthew 9 incidents:  

▪ When speaking to the Jewish leaders 
▪ Gave thanks for feeding the five thousand 
▪ Before walking on water 
▪  For the little children 
▪ During Lord’s Supper, 
▪ In Gethsemane before His betrayal (3 different prayers) 
▪ After being nailed to the cross 
▪ While dying on the cross 
▪ With his last dying breath 

o Mark 8 incidents 
o Luke 13 incidents 
o John 5 incidents 

 
• Iron Sharpens Iron - Sin’s power lies in the darkness 

“ Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another.” (Proverbs 27:17) 

• God’s people confessing sin to one another, both corporately and within intimate 
community.  Time of confession that leads to praise and worship. 
 

James 5:17-18 Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed fervently that it might not 
rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. Then he prayed again, and 
heaven gave rain, and the earth bore its fruit.  
 

• James references Elijah as an illustration to strengthen the importance and power of 
prayer.  James knew his audience was familiar with scripture and would understand the 
importance. 



o (1 Kings ch 16-19) Ahab became King of Israel approx. 870 BC after the death of his 
father, the wicked King Omri.  Ahab did evil in the sight of the Lord, more so than all 
the other kings before him.  He took Jezebel for his wife and constructed an altar to 
worship Baal (a rain and fertility god) and led the Israelite nation into 
idolatry.  Elijah as God’s prophet confronted Ahab and let him know that there 
would not be dew or rain these years until he asked God for it.  At the end of the 3 ½ 
years, God dealt with Ahab, Jezebel and the prophets of Baal 

 

James 5:19-20 My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone brings him 
back, let him know that whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering will save his soul from 
death and will cover a multitude of sins.  
 

• Restorative not salvific 
o Pursue brothers and sisters who have fallen away and chased their old sin 

 
o Aid in bringing restoration to them 

“Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in 
a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. 2 Bear one another's 
burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.” (Galatians 6:1-2) 

 

o A time can come when a break in fellowship must occur with a believer who has 
chosen a path that they know not to be true, living in know, willful sin 
 

“1 It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind that is not 
tolerated even among pagans, for a man has his father's wife. 2 And you are arrogant! Ought 
you not rather to mourn? Let him who has done this be removed from among you. 3 For though 
absent in body, I am present in spirit; and as if present, I have already pronounced judgment on 
the one who did such a thing. 4 When you are assembled in the name of the Lord Jesus and my 
spirit is present, with the power of our Lord Jesus, 5 you are to deliver this man to Satan for the 
destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord. “ (1 Corinthians 
5:1-5) 

 
• What Prayer IS 

o Self Evaluation - Where in our lives are we dropping the ball? 
o Repentance - Daily confession of sin 
o Giving of thanks - for our spouse, children, home, job, salvation 
o Submission to God - Aligning our will with HIS 
o Always answered YES, NO, WAIT 
o Fellowship with God - Getting to know him and being called friend 
o Thinking beyond ourselves and growing in compassion toward others 
o The Battle - we wrestle not with flesh and blood, but against principalities 

 

• What Prayer ISN’T 
o Superstitious  
o Jesus as a genie, granting wishes 
o Fighting to get our way  

 

 



• The Lord’s Prayer 
o Jesus outlines what our prayer to the Father should look like 

▪ God is on the throne in heaven and His name is holy 
▪ Asking for His kingdom to come and His will to be done in our lives 
▪ Asking for the provisions we need 
▪ Asking for forgiveness of our sins 
▪ Asking for protection for sin 
▪ Giving God all the glory and praise 

 
After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive 
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. (Matthew 6:9-13) 

 


