
The Weeping Rich 
 
James 5:1 Come now, you rich, weep and howl for the miseries that are coming upon you. 
 
• James begins by opening with a warning to rich people who are not Christian and this raises two 
questions:  
 
 1. Why does James address non-Christians in a letter to the church?  
 2. How does this apply to us?  
 
• First, James rebukes the rich not necessarily because of their wealth, but because of their misuse 
of wealth and this involves the church because we so often envy the rich of their status; this is not 
only a rebuke to the ungodly rich but also a warning to the church;  
 
• Secondly, this applies to us for a few reasons (some are a review of our time in chapter two):  
 
 1. The question isn’t whether or not it’s good to be rich, but rather is a question of godliness 
 
  - “But godliness with contentment is great gain, for we brought nothing into the world 
and we cannot take anything out of the world. But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be 
content.” (1 Timothy 6:6-8)   
 
 2. Money isn’t bad, it’s dangerous; 
 
  - “But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless 
and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all 
kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some have wandered away from the faith and pierced 
themselves with many pangs.” (1 Timothy 6:9-10) 
 
• Our wallets and theology are going to collide here because  
 
 (1) what we believe shapes how we live and (2) because money is dangerous and our hearts 
are deceptive, we must realize that what we have in our wallets is a gracious gift from God that should 
actually help us understand what’s going on inside of us 
 
• Several weeks ago, in chapter two, we looked at 4 categories of people and wealth that we 
encounter in the Bible. As a brief review, let’s revisit those categories:  
 
 1. The Ungodly Poor: Financially poor, worth and identity, however, is rooted in Christ;  
 2. The Ungodly Rich: Financially foolish and displays a false sense of humility;  
 3. The Godly Poor: Generous, a good steward, counter-cultural in spite of socio-economic status 
 4. The Ungodly Rich: Value treasure and wealth so much because it’s an identity that can be       
purchased;  
 
James 5:2-6 Your riches have rotted and your garments are moth-eaten. Your gold and silver have 
corroded, and their corrosion will be evidence against you and will eat your flesh like fire. You have 
laid up treasure in the last day. Behold, the wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, which 
you kept back by fraud, are crying out against you, and the cries of the harvesters have reached the 
ears of the Lord of hosts. You have lived on the earth in luxury and in self-indulgence. You have 
fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter. You have condemned and murdered the righteous 
person. He does not resist you.  



 
• This is the strongest use of language in a rebuke toward the rich in Scripture;  
 
• James is addressing the ownership these rich landowners believe they have toward their 
property, materials, and employees;  
 
• Ownership is direct opposition to stewardship 
 
 - The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it. And the 
Lord God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, but of the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely 
die.” (Genesis 2:15-17)  
 
What is ownership?  
• I don’t need God;  
• What I have Doesn’t Belong to God, it’s Mine (hoarding and fraud)  
• I’m In Control, It’s My Life 
 
What is stewardship?  
• I belong to God (identity) 
• Everything I have belongs to the Lord 
• Generosity 
• God is opposed to treasure, it’s where you store it that is of significance;  
• Where we store our treasure is of significance because some of you rather indulge in the 
temporary joy of sin that pursue contentment in Jesus and His eternal promises (refer back to 1 
Timothy 6:9-10);  
• The danger of wealth and the deceit of our hearts places us on a treadmill chasing after something 
we hope is going to finally grant us peace;  
 
Stewardship Produces:  
• Generosity 
• Wisdom 
• Contentment  
• Identity 


